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Acts xv. 1, 2. explained. 


| Corifliani 


Joined to the Four Goſpels. 
Page. 38 
50, 51 
Adam, through, we have not — 
fended Gd. 
Advice, the Author's, to the Gi. 
ſhap of London. 78 
Adultery, how it happened not to 
be puniſhable with Death. 54 


| efpocalyp/e, when, why, and in 


what Manner added to the Ca- 
non of the Goſpels, the Ad and 
the Epiſtles. 39, 40 
Are 5 — few that be ſaved? the 
true Meaning of the Queſtion. 67 
Author, his Reaſons for writing. 
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: B. 
Beaſts, the Sons of Men die ns 
the, 


Bethabara, the River Jordan br. | 
dable at, 


67 
Blood, that of Chrift cannot waſh 
away Sin. of © 63 


ain and Abel, the Stor of, why 
y 
made. « b 


| 7 
C+ri/t, he is impoſed on by ol 
* Mother, 16; was ignorant of 

many very material Things, 42; 
dot at the right Hand of God. 47 


' 11,12, 66; the only real Chri- 

Kianity, ibid. how ung 
12, Er. 

Chriſtianity (Spiritual) what? 113 
why introduced, 19, Ce. 


Chriſtians, till the Time of Con- 


funtins did not bear Arms, why? 
* 3 50,000 ſlain. 29 
Chryſoflom, his artful Contrivance 


(Natural) what? 10, 


ENTS 


the Divine Right of Tithes. 37 
Churches too many, why, 8 


Clergy, their Maintenance, why 


to be increaſed. 84 
Concluſion, a ſemarkable one, 


37, &e. 

Coire famina immunda. 2 Sin. 5 
Conſtantine, he ſaw Jeſus, 33 3 
was a Viſionary, ibid. why he 
encouraged Chriſtianity, ib. 34 3 
was ſcarce to be accounted a 
Chriſtian, 103 gave the Fathers 
of the Church Power to compile 
the Four Goſpels. 33» 34 
Creed, the —_— * 97» Sc. 


Day, the ſeventh, why inſtitted, 


58; the tenth, the original Day 
of Reſt. ibid. 
Dialogue, one between Helena, 
Conſtantine, Euſebius, Sylueſter, 
and other Fathers and Biſhops 
2 the Cbriſtian — 


| E. 
n the next, M 
t 
Epiſtles, thoſe of Paul, Peter, — 


the Cathelick, why joined to the 
Adi, and the Four Goſpels, 38 


Etherius, his Cenſure of Euſebius. 
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Tn, Biſhop of Nicomedia, ba 


ontrivance to make Conflantine 
a Favourer of 5 Cbriſtiaus, 27 


Fathers and wn Primitive. 
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and eſtabliſh 9 29 
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Grace, one deſired 
tiſed. 


Heatheni/m; the falſe Notions and 
Doctrines of, not expelled by 
Chriſtianity, but ingrafted there- 
into. 47, 48, 49 

Helena, the Mother of Conflan- 
tine the Great, her Negociation 
for the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſti- 
anity. e e. 

Holineſs, the true Meaning of, 

ſtated, 60 

Holy Ghoſt not able to get a Wo- 

man with Child, 7; is ſaid to 

aſſiſt in tranſlating the Bible, 41; 

the Story of the Deſcent of, why 

made. 35. 56 


Inſpiration, the great Variety of 
Doctrines it hath introduced. 7 2 
Judgment, future, whence it 
ſprang, and why it is now 
taught. K 46, 76, 77 


Knowledge, bosdun, it doth not 


to be adver- 
152 5 62 


appear Bounds is ſet to it. 44 
L. 

Tent, why, when, and by whom 

inſtituted. 68 


Leo the Tenth, Pope, his Saying 


concerning Jeſus Chriſt. 6 
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Monarchy, (univerſal) the Fews 
expected, on the Coming of the 
Mefſfiah. 66 


© Mofes the firſt who eſtabliſhed Re- 


ligion by Revelation. 80, 81 
Murther, a Sin, 5 ; not pardo- 
nable. 62 
Myſteries, the Belief of, not ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, 6; Chri- 
 ftian, very abſurd and ridicu- 
lous. N 7 


Obſervations, ſome general, on 
_ theBiſhop,of London's Diſcourſes, 
g- £6454 | 3, 4 
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Paul, St. proved to be an En- 
thuſiaſt and a Viſionary, 64 
Peter, his Fall an idle Tale, 74; 
charged with Ingratitade. 75 
Pillar of Light and Cloud, a Re- 
mark on the, 70 
Power, what it is able to do. 96 
Prieſts, how old they ought to be 
before ordained. 86 


| R. 
Redeemer, what meant thereby 
originally, 8, 65 now only 
an imaginary Office. | ibid. 
Repentance, the genuine Import 
of the Word, 69 ; why ſpiritu- 
alized. 70 
Rewards, eternal, why invented, 
42; anſwered the End of their 
Invention, 43 ; unequal, made 
by Men. ibid. 44 
Rib, the Story of the, ridiculed. 
| 8 39 
Samſon, the many Miracles and 
Prodigies wrought by, 59, 60. 
Scriptures, made at ſeveral times 
and to ſerve ſeveral Purpoſes, 
39, 40, 52, Cc. bad Effects of 
their Tranſlation. 53, 54 
Sea, the Story of the Making bf 
the, why, how, and by whom 
made. 74, Er. 
Sodomy, a Sin, 5 ; not to be 
forgiven. 62 
Stories, ſcriptural, Reaſons for 
making ſeveral of them, 53 
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Tenths, why impoſed. 81, 82 


Theedoret, he contrived to eſtabliſh 
for canonical, the Book of the 
Revelation, 393 proves himſelf 
a Viſionary. 40 
Twelve Months, the Period of 
Chris Miniſtry. 74 
Wine, the Story of Cbriſps chan - 
ging Water into, why made. 55 
MODEST 


MODEST 


REMARKS, Ge. 


My Lox d, 


AVING formerly had the Pleaſure 
7 of hearing from the Pulpit, moſt of the 
| 5 * Diſcourſes under Conſideration, I was 

MEG) induced, on the Publication of them, to 
LS make a Purchaſe of your Firſt Volume. 
It has been an old Cuſtom with me, to make Re- 
marks, for my own Uſe, on every Book I read. 
When I had finiſhed my Remarks on your Firſt Vo- 
lume, I laid them by; but finding, fome Time after, 
that your Lordſhip favoured the World with a Se- 
cond Volume, (as I hope you will with a third, fourth, 
fifth, Sc. to a Baker's Dozen !) I did the ſame with 
your Second Volume, remarking as I read; and hav- 
ing concluded, I found, on Peruſal, that my Re- 
marks on your Lordſhip's Two Volumes of Diſcourſes 
would fill ſuch a Number of Pages as would make 
a decent Appearance to the Publick, This I com- 
municated to my Bookſeller, who aſſured me, that 
the Subje was of the utmolt Importanee, ard there- 
fore encouraged me to ſend the Manuſcript to the 


Preſs, 
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Common Fame (which hath ariſen @ tribus Biblio- 
polis) aſſures us, that your Lordſhip's Sermons have 
met with a kind and general Reception among all 
Orders of Men. Great Numbers of Copies have been 
bought up by the Clergy; ſcarce a Templar, or a 
Bencher of the other Inns of Law is without them ; 
and even Heads of Colleges and Phyſicians have not 
been behind in the general Eclat! This is certain, 
as for Diſſenters, thoſe of the Saving-Grace and the 
Saul: ſaving Syſtems. muſt acknowledge, that your Di/- 
\ courſes are ſuited to their ſeveral Taſtes; and the Qua- 

ker may eaſtly perceive, that when your Lordſhip was 
engaged in this pious Work, you was not quite de- 
ſtitute of the Light within. 

Truth is what I have a particular Regard for, and 
I do here ſolemnly affirm, that your Lordſhip's Ser- 
mons are the beſt Preſervative againſt Dei/m, and ſo 
excellently well compiled, for the Support of Revealed 
Religion, that nothing exceeds them, except that very 
worthy Performance of Dr. Warburton's, The Divine 
| Lepgation of Mos Es EI heartily wiſh, that your Lord- 
hip may, as you have lately had the Pleaſure of a 
Renewal of your L—/es, live to partake the ſame by 
way of Ditto, for it is all one to me who is Biſhop of 
London; and I hope your Lordſhip (having had fine 
Opportunities!) will die richer than your Predeceſſor 
REsTiTUTVvs, who though ſtarving had the Honour 
to be preſent at the Firſt General Council of Nice, held 
in the Year of Chriſt 325. | 
I have, my Lord, in the firſt Place, made a few 
general Obſervations on your Lordſhip's Diſcourſes ; 
and, ſecondly, I have proceeded to make fome par- 
ticular Remarks thereon : And J have, for the Eaſe 
of the Reader, called your Aſertions or Doctrines, or 
whatever elſe your Lordſhip ſhall pleaſe to call them, 
POSITIONS 3 as you will.ſee as we go on. = 


Firſts 


[3] 

Firſt, Some general Obſervations on your Lord- 

ſhip's Diſcourſes are as follow : 
1. That they are finely penned, conſiſt of well 
turned Periods, full of rhetorical Flouriſhes, and 
adorned with the Sayings of Moſes and the Pro- 

hets. i | 
n 2. That the Work is printed on a gentee] Type 
or Letter, good Paper, and in a neat Manner; by 
which it appears that your Bookſellers and Printer 
have done you Honour. | 
3. That as to the general Compilement of them, 
they are calculated for the Meridians of the Temple 
and St. James's; and they are Diſcourſes very proper 
to be exhibited in the CHareL-Rov ar, and in the 
moſt polite Congregations between Mpbite-Friars and 
Chelſea- Fields. 5 
43᷑. That theſe Diſcourſes were the moſt proper to 

be preached in the Temple, as a Preſervative againſt 
 Deiſm, that Society, Gop knows! always abounded, 
as it does now, with too many Adherents to that 

abominable Anti-prieſtcraft Se. 2 
g. I never heard that any of theſe Sermons were 
pteached to the Eaſt of the Temple; and, indeed, it 
muſt be allowed, they are not calculated for the City- 
Meridian. Wherefore, if the Lord Mayor, or any 
one of his Brethren the Aldermen be deiſticaliy in- 
clined, I beg he would immediately buy one of your 
Boots; and I promiſe him, that he will by reading 
thereof ſoon be convinced of his Error, repent of his 
Sin, and fave his Soul. | | 

6. With great Eaſe and Certainty (if ever requi- 
red) I could point out the Authors your Lordſhip 
has made uſe of in compiling theſe Di/cour/es. 

7. Then alſo when you compoſed this or that 
Part, and whether you lived that Day upon Beef, 
Mutton, Fowl, Fiſh, Fricaſſees, Ragouts, Pudding, 
MWater-gruel, or quite faſted ? 
| | = WI 8. By 


f 
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8. By other Parts, I can tell when you carried 
your Point at Court, and how you ſtood with the 
King, Queen, or the Primier; but in no Part of your 
Work can I ſo much as perceive, that you was then 
in Fear of an Earthquake; or that this City, ſince 
your Epiſcopate, would be deſtroyed as were the 
Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  _T 

——But all this is little to the Purpoſe, as I am 


F ſure your Lordſhip will think. 


— — — — 5... vo os 
8 8 . 


We will therefore proceed, 


Secondly, To make ſome particular Remarks on 


What your Lordſhip has advanced in the Body of 


your Work, thus: 

Remarks on your Lordſhip's Firſt Poſition, viz. 
„ That eternal Life can be had only by living and 
* converſing in this World agreeably to the Will 
of God.” See Several Diſcourſes, Vol. I. p. 36. 

Your Lordſhip fays, in the foregoing Part of this 
Page, that this Principle muſt be, and is by all 
* allowed.” Laconick truly! I anſwer, that I do 
not allow it, and therefore beg Leave to put your 
Lordſhip upon the Proof of it. If you ſhould ſay, 
that I am a weak Adverſary, and conſequently not 
worthy of Notice; that may be true! but nei- 
ther of theſe Excuſes will ſerve your Lordſhip; for 
as your Lordſhip is by Divine Providence (as you 
jay) Biſhop of this Dioceſe, you certainly have in 
Cure as much my Soul, as that of any one elſe with- 
in your Spiritual Furiſdiftion, It lies therefore on 
Yeu, to reſolve me all the following Doubts or Que- 
ries; 1. At what Time it was firſt diſcovered, and 


by whom, that Man is compounded of ſuch an im- 


material Being as will ſubſiſt to all Ezernity? 2. 
When and why the Do#rine of Life eternal was at 
firſt introduced into the (Jewiſh, Pagan) Chriſtian 


Church? 3. Who invented the Devil, and why he 


Was 


111 
was invented; and particularly the Reaſon why Gon 
created ſuch a Rival, who ſhould always be acting 
repugnant to his Will? And, 4. What is the Will 
of Gop ? for I am afraid, that moſt of the written 
Revelations of his Will were invented and introdu- 
ced about Conftantine's Time, and are the Fictions: 
and Reveries of Men of the like * and Genn 
with your Lordſhip. 

To the Paſition, the Author ſays, ths no ones | 
Man, as Things are now ſituated, can in this Life 
act, according to what is ſuppoſed to be the Will of 
 Gop, allowing our Sem and Badies of Divinity 00 
be the Standard. 

As to the Will of Cod, the Abe s, he * 
a Moraliſt or Naturaliſt, he humbly conceives to be 
this, that all Men are equal; that every Man has an 
equal Right to Life, and to enjoy the good Things 
thereof according to his Seniority or Standing. He 
ſays, moreover, that there are but three Sins, to wit, 
Murt ber, Sodomy, and Coire foaming immundd, let the 
Stateſman, or Divine, make what he will of it; all 
the reſt are Invention. | | 

Remarks on your Lordſhip's Second Poſition, viz. 
Hou ſhall Sin againſt God be puniſhed, and yet 
<< the Sinner ſaved ? ” Vol. J. P. 48. 

Your Lordſhip is too great a Scholar for me, and 
ſo profoundly learned, and you have dived ſo far in- 
to the Secrets of the Almighty, that I am, I con- 
feſs, not able to trace you] You ſeem to have read 
Dun Scotus, Thomas Aquinas, our Countryman Bu- 
an, Sc. and all the Schoolmen, all the myſtical, ty- 
pical, enigmatical and prophetical Theology, with 
Gloſſary upon Gloſſary, Annotation upon Annota- 
tion, and ſo many Criticiſms, different Readings and 
Refinements, that I muit herein ſubſcribe to your 
Lordſhip's better Judgment, who has through three 
Biſhopricks felt the Excellency of what you Peel 

an 


| 161 
and the Sweets of that Religion you ſo ftrenuouſly 
| Wupport, that you are led with great Cordiality to ſay, 
ol. I. p. 2. l believe and am ſure, that thou art 
« that Chriſt, the Son of the Living God;“ not at 
all like that wicked and jejune Pope, (Leo the Tenth) 
of whom Bembo his Secretary reports, that he con- 
ſtantly uſed this Saying; * It has been long and 
« well-known how beneficial this Fable of Jeſus 
* Chriſt has been to Us and Our Predeceflors.” 
| Rapin, Vol. I. p. 744. | | 
Remarks on your Lordſhip's Third Poſition, viz. 
That the Myiteries of the Goſpel are moſt neceſ- 
* fary to obtain Pardon and eternal Glory.” Vol. J. 


2. 50. 
But as though your Lordſhip had forgot yourſelf, 
vou ſay, four Pages after, That Men in the Be- 


| *< ginning of the World wanted neither Revealed 


Religion nor Myſteries.” Page 54. Wherefore I 
beg of your Lordſhip, when at Leiſure, to anſwer 
the two following Queries: 1. That if neither Re- 
vealed Religion nor Myſteries were neceſſary in the 
Beginning of the World, how they came to be fo 
fince the Year of Chriſt, three Hundred and twenty- 
five? 2. Who, ever beſides Prieſts, required the 
Belief of Myſteries, Arcana and Incomprehenſibili- 
ties, or, as the Vulgar ſay, the In- come - at- ables; but 
in a more eſpecial Manner, it will lie on you to ſhew, 
that the Belief of theſe In- come- at- ables (Myſteries, 
or rather Fictions) is abſolutely neceſſary to Pardon 
and eternal Glory; becauſe we daily ſee, that no one 
will believe any Thing in the Mathematicks, Trigo- 
nometry, Algebra, Fc. but what can be demon- 
ſtrated. | 

The Poſition is as much as to ſay, That if Men 
do not believe the following Myſteries they cannot 
obtain Pardon of their Sins, and be admitted into 
Heaven to enjoy eternal Glory; to wit, the Incar- 

ns nation 


171 
nation of Jeſus of Nazareth, as related by St. Mats 
thew and St. Luke, Matth. i. 18—25 ; and Luke i. 
26, Cc. his hypoſtatical Union with the human Na- 
ture; his miraculous Birth, his Death, Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion; the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Manner of its Operation in our Hearts, and the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead. According to your Lord- 


ſhip's Opinion, I ſhall not obtain Pardon and eter- 


nal Glory; for, I readily and ſincerely confeſs, I do 
not believe any one of the above Myſteries ; and this 
bs certain, neither Gop nor Chriſt has required the 
Belief of them as neceſſary to Pardon and eternal 
Glory. Eccleſiaſticks, indeed, may and have requi- 
red Men, under the Pain of Damnation, to believe 
the above Myſteries as neceſſary to eternal Glory ; 
General Councils, I am ſenſible, have required the 
Belief of theſe and many more, but then they are 
Bodies which .it is plain were not governed by the 
unerring Spirit of Truth, but by that of Influence, 
Deceit, Pride and Corruption. Beſides, the Abſur- 
dity of the Doctrine, the Holy Ghoſt to get a Wo- 
man, and that Woman a pure Virgin too, with Child 
of a perfect Man; it cannot be, no Spirit can im- 
„ oY a Woman; Matter only can do it: but I 
orbear. Nor can I conceive, how the Grace of 
Chriſt, unleſs by Grace be underſtood Good-will, can 
* 2 to all People over the Face of the whole 
arth. 
Remarks on your Lordſhip's Fourth Poſition, viz. 
„ The New Teſtament Doctrines are relative to the 
« Office and Dignity of Feſus Chriſt as our Redeem - 
« er, and therefore there was no explicit Declara- 
* tion of Yhem either before or under the Law of 
« Moſes,” Page 73. SES | 
Tf I underſtand this, the Meaning is, that no one 
of the Prophets prior to the Birth of Chriſt ever ſo 
much as imagined, that Jeſus of Nazareth was ta 
* | | * 


„ 


9 * 
11 * 


wiſe unto the Logp, and ſpake of him to all them 


1 81 


dily be allowed, that Moſes never dreamt of ſuch 
a Kind of Redeemer, we have ſince ſuppoſed Jeſus 


to be. No; he only conjectured, that the Hebrews 


would ſome Ages, after his Death, become the 


Slaves of ſome one of the Eaſtern Monarchs; and 


that there would, in Proceſs of Time, ariſe from 
among them, of their Brethren, a mighty one, who 
would lead them forth to Battle, redeem them, and 
bring them again from their Captivity. Such, ſays 


' your Lordſhip, Jeſus is, and he has redeemed us by 


his Blood from our Sins, and here I heartily wiſh 
your Lordſhip would ſhew, we are better Moraliſts 
at this Time, than. we (Britons) were before the 
Preaching of Chriſtianity in this Iſland. 

Before we proceed any farther, it will be neceſſa- 
ry here to inform the Reader, what was at firſt 
meant by the Term Redeemer, and alſo what by 
Chriſtianity. | | 

Churchmen at this Time of Day ſet forth unto 
us, Jeſus of Nazareth, as a Perſon who came into 
the World to redeem us from Sin. But this Doc- 
trine was not the firſt and genuine Notion of Re- 
demption; it did not take Place till ſome Time 
about the Conſtantine Period. The firſt and genuine 
Idea of a Redeemer was, that a Perſon, endued with 


_ ſufficient temporal Power, would, in the Fulneſs of 


Time, ariſe, and redeem or free all the Children of 
Iſrael from the Bondage of the Romans, gather to- 
gether the ſcattered and diſperſed Seed of Jacob, and 
reign King in Zion, or Jeruſalem, for ever. Thus 
we ſee, that Anna the Propheteſs, who, as may be 
gathered from Luke ii. credited the Myſteries then 
reported concerning the Conception, Birth, Cc. of 
Feſus, and on that Account ſhe gave Thanks like- 


* 


who 


1 ˙ 


be the Redeemer, therefore they did not ſet him 
forth to the World as ſuch. I judge, it may rea- 


told all who expected a temporal Redeemer, that he 


told of him by Mary and Elizabeth. But when the 


minion of Sin; and becauſe St. Paul (or one of the 


paſſed upon all Men, for that all have finned, Rom. 


ginal Sin, by which artful and very wicked Contri- 


7 \ i 
x HE 
who looked for Redemption in Feruſalem, i. e. ſhe 


Feſus muſt be the Redeemer, at the ſame Time ſhe 
enforced her Argument from thoſe wonderful Stories 


Conſtantine Fathers found, that Chr:#. delayed his 
Coming as a temporal Redeemer, they changed this 
temporal Doctrine into a ſpiritual one, and thence- 
forward they began to teach the People, that Chriſt 
did not come for ſuch ſecular and temporal Ends, 
but to redeem Mankind from the Power and Do- 


Fathers his Interpolators) had ſaid, By one Man Sin 
entered into the World, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death 


v. 12. Hence they cooked up the Doctrine of Ori- 


vance they made all Men Sinners before Gop, and 
ſo all were made liable to eternal Wrath, And be- 
cauſe there were ſome Men, in thoſe early Days, 
who would not aſſent to and ſubſcribe ſuch an ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous Doctrine, and in Oppoſition to 
it reſolutely affirmed this ancient Truth, That Men 
were no farther tainted or polluted by the Tranſ- 
greſſions and Sins of their Anceſtors, than ſo far as 
they imitated them in their vicious Actions, they 
were condemned by many General Councils, anathe- 
matiſed, and perſecuted even to Death. | 
Thus we ſee what at firſt was meant by the Term 
Redeemer. Which Senſe of the Word the Reader 
may ſee in many other Places in the Old and New 
Teſtament referred to in the Margin (a). The firſt 
Redeemer, viz. Feſus of Nazareth, was a temporal 
Redeemer ; ſuch his Mother, Relations, Diſciples, 
and all the Jews expected him to be; and ſuch a Re- 
| FS deemer 
e Iſa. xli. 14. xliii. 14, xliv. 24. 41 
. = i. 68. ii. 35. 66. fp EM 
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deemer Jikewiſe he continued to be for full Three 
Hundred Years. The ſecond Redeemer, who is now, 
as it is ſaid, in Heaven, is a ſpiritual Redeemer, and 
he has continued to be ſuch a Redeemer ever ſince 
the Year T hree-bundred-twenty-five down to the pre- 
ſent Time; and how much longer he may continue 
to be our ſpiritual Redeemer is out of the Power 0 
any Man to tell. | ; 

As it has fared with the Term Redeemer, ſo it has 
likewiſe fared with the Term Chriſtianity. And here 
it muſt be noted, that Natural Chriſtianity is one 
Thing, and Spiritual Chriſtianity is another. By 


Natural Chriſtianity T would be underſtood to mean 


thoſe Opinions and Doctrines which naturally aroſe 
on Christ's aſſuming to himſelf, the Meſſiahſhip. 
By Spiritual Chriſtianity I mean, thoſe Doctrines and 
Opinions which obtained about the Time of Con- 


| MFantine. 


To explain this Matter; for the Eaſe of the 
Reader, I ſhall firſt ſet down the principal Doc- 
trines of Natural Chriſtianity ; and afterwards thoſe 
of Spiritual Chriſtianity. | 

Fir, The Doctrines of Natural Chriſtianity are: 
I. Feſus of Nazareth is the Meſſiah; — is he whom 


ail Men expect to deliver the Fes from the Bon- 


dage, Tyranny and Subjection of the Romans, and 
who would gather together all the choſen People of 
the Lord from all the Nations under Heaven; and 
who would fix the Seat of his Empire in Jeruſalem. 
2. That he (Christ) for taking on himſelf the Meſ- 
ſiahſhip, the Office of a Redeemer; i. e. for aſſum- 
ing to himſelf Kingly Power, became obnoxious to 
the Roman Government, and was thereupon as a 
Traitor to Cæſar crucified. 3. That he (Christ) 
being dead and buried, was raiſed again to Life ſu- 
pernaturally; and that after he was ſo riſen, he was 


ſeen of his Mother, many other Women, and eleven 


other 


1111 
other Men, (ſince ſtiled Apoſtles) his conſtant Com- 
anions, whom he had promiſed to make Rulers and 
Yo of the twelve Tribes of rael. 4. That he 
aſcended into Heaven in the Preſence of a great 
Multitude of Galileans (b). 5. That from that In- 
ſtant there aroſe a general Expectation of his (Je- 
ſus's) ſecond immediate Appearance to reſtore the 
Kingdom to Jrael. This I call Natural Chrifiani- 
ty, and theſe are the principal and natural Articles 
of its Faith. WE; | 
And this Natural Cbriſtianity, as I have already 
 _ obſerved, and its Articles of Faith flouriſhed and 
ſubſiſted till the Opening of the Fourth Century. 
At which Time this Natural Cbriſtianity, and the 
temporal ExpeCtations thereon, was, by the then 
Fathers of the Church converted into - what I call, 
for Diſtinction Sake, Spiritual Chriſtianity. The Con- 
ſtantine Fathers, finding that upwards of three Hun- 
dred Years were elapſed, and Chrif had not ap- 
peared to reſtore the Kingdom to, //rae/, or to give 
his Followers and Diſciples the leaſt Reſt from Per- 
ſecution, which they had ſuffered and did ſuffer on 
his Account, ſet about ſpiritualizing the above Na- 
tural Chrifianity, and ſo trimmed the Doctrines there- 
of into the following ; viz. 1. Jeſus of Nazareth, 
whom they had juſt then advanced to the Dignity 
of God the Son, is the Meſſiah, but he came not to 
anſwer temporal Views and Expectations ; to free us 
from our Obedience to Governors. No: he came 
to free us from the Power and Dominion of Sin; 
and to ſave us from the Wrath of Gon due to that 
Sin; by his own Example to teach us to be obedi- 
ent to all thoſe Rulers whom Gov in his Providence 
had or ſhould ſet over us; and that he now ſitteth 
at the Right Hand of Gop, cloathed with Fleſh, 
having there that very Body which ſuffered on the 
1 | + a. Croſs, 
(5) Adds ii. 11. | | 


1 22) 
Croſs, interceeding for all thoſe who call on his 
Name, and who rely on his Merits. And that at 
the End of the World, he [Chri#] will come to 
Judgment, and puniſh or reward all his Followers, 
according to their ſeveral Works. 2. That, at the 
End of the World, Chri# ſhall alſo come in his 
Glory, and raiſe from the Dead all thoſe who are 
in their Graves, and they ſhall be caught up int 
the Air, to mect the Lamb of Gop. 3. That Chrif g 
died for our Sins, and roſe again for our Juſtifica- 
tion, that as in Adam all died, even ſo in Chrif all 
ſhall be made alive. 4. That the Blood of Chrif 
was ſhed on the Croſs to waſh away our Sins. With 
an infinite Number of other ſuch-like Doctrines too 
tedious to recite, many of which were coined at the 
Conſtantine Period, and innumerable others ſince, ag 
had I Room I could eaſi ily evince. 3 

But I cannot leave this Subject, without taking 
the Liberty here to preſent your Lordſhip and the 
Reader, with a brief Narrative, in what Manner, 
what I call Natural Chrifianity was at firſt introdu- 
ced. Out of which alſo I will ſhew in what Man- 
ner ſprang Spiritual [or what ſhould rather be call- 
ed Artificial | Chrifianity. 

1. I will briefly ſhew in what Manner Natural 
Chriſtianity was introduced. 

Soon after the Death of Solomon, we are told, that 
Ten Tribes, out of Twelve, revolted, and would 
not ſerve Reboboam his Son, which divided the Fews 
into two Nations or Houſes, viz. the Houſe of Ju- 
dab, and the Houſe of Iſrael (c). This Diviſion 
begat a Civil War, and from this Time this Peo- 
ple, who before were unacquainted with the Slay * 
ter of one another, weakened themſelves ſo by 
- inteſtine Broils, that in a few Years they * 2 
caſy Prey to Abaſuerus the Alprias Monarch. Ef 


(5) 1 Kings xii. 20, 21, 2 Chron. x. 17. xi. 17. xiii. 7. 8 


( 13] 
what was the Reaſon that induced this Prince to ſeize 
them and their Land, and take them, and diſperſe 
them into all the Kingdoms, or Provinces, of his 
Empire? Spiritualiſts lay, It was becauſe the eus 
were given to Idolatry ; and the Prophets are repre- 
ſented as threatening the Fews with Captivity as a 
Puniſhment for this Crime. But this was not the 
Reaſon why the Fews were led into Captivity z if 
it be any Reaſon, it is a Reaſon why they ſhould 
not be made Captives. Now the only Reaſon that 
induced Abaſuerus to deſtroy the Commonwealth of 
the Jews was this: wviz. Becauſe they, the 7ews, 
were by the Principles and Precepts of their Law- 
giver, the Enemies and Perſecutors of all the neigh- 
bouring States, they were commanded to root out 
the Heathens, [i. e. all the People and Nations who 
would not receive the Revelation and Law of Moſes] 
and we find they were ſo obſervant of this Precept, 
that they cut off whole Nations, Men, Women and 
Children, all except the pure Virgins who had not 
lain with Man; whom their Rulers commanded to 
be ſaved, and they were divided among the Tribes 
(d), only to the Tribe of Levi a greater Number 
was given than to any other, becauſe it was the 
Lokp's Tribe, that out of theſe Virgins rae! might 
encreaſe and multiply, and become as the Stars of 
Heaven, or as the Sand of the Sea for Multitude. 
They pretended likewiſe, that they were the choſen 
People of Gop, and that they ſhould, in Proceſs of 
Time, overcome and rule the whole Earth. They 
were the firſt People who introduced into Practice, 
Perſecution on Account of Religion, or on Ac- 
count of the different Manner of Worſhipping. This 
their Pretenſion to Univerſal Monarchy, rendered 
them odious to the great Monarchy, or Monarchies, 
then ſubſiſting, and at laſt determined the * 
| rince 


(4) Numb. xxi. 35. xxxi. 9, 17. 
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Prince abovementioned to ſend his Armies againſt 
them, ſack Jeruſalem, deſtroy the Temple, and to 
take them the Jews, and to diſperſe them into the 
One Hundred and twenty-ſeven Provinces over 
which he ruled. For be reigned from India even to 
Ethiopia (e). 555 | 
The Fews being thus baniſhed Fudea, &c. and 
ſent many of them into the moſt remote Provinces, 
and ſcattered, as it were, throughout the MHrian 
Empire, in the general Calamity, it is ſaid, the 
Books and Law itſelf were loſt. To repair this great 


Loſs, Ezra, Nehemiah, Zorobabel and others were in- 


duced to colle& into one Body [for the Five Books of 
Moſes were till the Time of Ptolemy Pbiladelpbus, 
when the Greeks firſt divided them into five Parts, 
but one Book or Volume] the Law, Ceremonies, 
and Ritual Obſervances of the Hebrews, with ſuch 
authentick Accounts of the Tranſactions and Tra- 
ditions of Moſes and the Patriarchs they could any 
Way get. 
This being done, Copies thereof, viz. of the 
Pentateuch, for the Service of thoſe who could not 
come up to Feruſalem, by Reaſon of their Diſperſion 
and Diſtance, were wrote out, and ſent to them. 
And this introduced the Scribe, and ſome time af- 
ter the Rabbin. | 
When the Jets were thus diſperfed, the Seers (f) 
among them, and thoſe who were for keeping and 
preſerving the Jets in the Obſervation of the Mo- 


 ſaic Modes of Worſhip, gave out, that there were 


certain ancient Foretellings or Prophecies which de- 
elared, that, in the Fulneſs of Time, Gop would 
raiſe them a Redeemer, a Deliverer, a Saviour, 
who ſhould gather them together from the four 
Corners uider Heaven, and reſtore the Kingdom to 

| 5 Iſrael, 


"(e) Eſther i. 1. © By Seer, we are underſtand 
Prieſts and Politicians. UW F E * | 
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Tſrael, as in the Days of David and Solomon. Nay, 
Jeremiab went farther, and promiſed them, that in 
thoſe Days [in the Days of the Meſſiah] the Gentiles 
ſhould come unto them, [that is, they ſhould be ſubject 
to the Fews] from all tbe Ends of the World (g). 
Hence aroſe the Order of the Prophets, that is, of 
ſuch who took on them to perſuade the Jewiſb Peo- 
ple to adhere to the Law of Moſes, for that in a 
ſhort Time Gop would raiſe up unto them a Sa- 
viour, like unto Moſes, unto whom they ſhould 
hearken. . = 
Theſe Prophets propheſied theſe great Things 
with a political Deſign, with Intent to hearten the 
People, and to keep them, though diſperſed ſo wide- 
ly, as much united among themſelves and ſeparate 
from the Gentiles as was poſſible. By which Means 
there prevailed throughout the then known World, a 
general Expectation of the Riſe and Appearance of 
ſome great Prince and Lawgiver, whom the Jews 
ſtiled the Meſſiah, or the Anointed, who ſhould 
free them from the Power of the Romans, and re- 
ſtore them, not only to the Rule of Canaan, as in 
the Days of David and Solomon, but alſo that his: 
[the Meſſiah's] Kingdom ſhould extend to the four 
Corners of the World. And now [that is, a ſhort 
Time before the Incarnation of Jeſus] it was a com- 
mon Saying of the Rabbins, and the People of Ju- 


dea, and of all ſuch who wiſhed for the Appearance 


of this mighty Deliverer; viz. Bleſſed is he who 
« ſhall live and be thought worthy to eat Meat in 
« the Kingdom of the Meſſiah.” So great and fo 
general was this temporal Expectation among all 
Sorts of People, that it is reported, the Senate of 
Rome desgesl about the Time of the Birth of Au- 
guſtus, that no Male that Year ſhould be brought 
up. All thoſe whoſe Wives were with Child, con- 
ant 41) 1 40 | ccived 


. (a) N 101. 19. 
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ceived great Hopes, applying the Prophecies to them 
ſelves, every Woman wiſhing and hoping to bring 
forth that Meſſiah, whom it was expected would re- 
ſtore the Kingdom to 1/rae/, * 

Every Woman wiſhed to be the Mother of this 
great Deliverer, in the natural Way. What Arti- 
fices [for that Age was not without them] were 
made uſe of to impoſe on the Credulous, that is, on 
thoſe who wiſhed theſe mighty Things might come 
to paſs, is wholly out of the Power of any Man to 
ſay or conceive; but that many, very many, Arti- 
| fices were ſet on Foot, and that many, very many, 

Pretenders to the Meſſiahſhip did appear, is evi- 
dent both from ſacred and profane Authors. At 
length our Jeſus, as we are credibly informed, laid 
Claim to the Meſſiahſhip, when he was about thirty 


l 3 Years of Age. But though eus did not lay Claim 


to the Meſſiahſhip till he was of that Age, we are 
not therefore to ſuppoſe, that he did not know that 
he was the Meſſiah till then. It is highly probable, 
our Jeſus knew himſelf to be the Mefſiah, or was 
by Mary perſuaded he was ſo, when he was thirteen 
Years of Age, at which Time he went up to Feru- 
ſalem, and there leaving his Father and Mother and 
Kinsfolk, he was found diſputing in the Temple with 
the Doctors. Undoubtedly, Mary his Mother had, 
on or before this Time, told her Son Fefus [who by 
the way from this Story appears to be a forward 
Youth] in what a miraculous Manner [which alſo, 
by the way, was an Impoſition upon the 7outh, but 
| he did it to conform him to the ancient Prophecy 
(, and to ſtimulate him, her only Son, to under- 
take the Deliverance of the Fews from the Roman 
Slavery and Bondage] he was conceived in * 
| | | y. 
(4) Ifa. viii. 14. Therefore the Lox v himſelf ſhall give you 


« a Sign, Behold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, and 
„ ſhall call his Name Immanuel.” | 


1171 
by the Holy Gboß, and that Gop was his Father, 
This was the Subject of the Diſpute Feſus had with 
the Doctors; for the Youth boldly aſſerted before 
them, that whoſoever ſhould be found to be born of 
a pure Virgin without the Action of a Man muſt be 
acknowledged to be the Meſſiah. This confounded 
the Doctors, and they remained ſpeechleſs, and Feſus 
came off Victor. However, Joſeph, Cbriſt's Fa- 
ther, during his Life would not ſuffer the Youth 
Jeſus [who was at that Time learning the Carpenter's 
Art of him] to undertake the Meſſiahſhip ; but he 
dying, Jobn [ Chriſt's Kinſman] and Christ conſulted 
together how and in what Manner to atchieve this 
mighty Work. They both concluded it was only to 
be done by perſuading the People, that he Jeſus of 
Nazareth was the Meſſiah. Jobn undertook this; 
and Feſus hearing, that great Multitudes flocked 
From all Parts, and received John's Doctrine with 
Gladneſs, came himſelf to ſee and hear Jobn, when, 
Jobn took that Opportunity, as it had been agreed 

tween them, of declaring to all the People then 
preſent, that Feſus of Nazareth, whom they then 
ſaw, was born in that miraculous Manner recorded 
by St. Luke; and that he was the Meſſiah, and was 
now come among them to declare himſelf their Kin 
and Deliverer. But it ſo happened, that while theſe 
Things were doing, certain Men, ſent by Herod, the 
Roman Governor of Judea, came ſuddenly upon 
Jobn, and apprehended him, caſting him into Pri- 
ſon (i). Of which Feſus having a quick Intelligence 
croſſed the River Jordan, [he might then be in the 
River fording of it, as was the Cuſtom of thoſe 
Times in paſſing Rivers and Currents of Water, be- 
fore the Erection of Bridges] and fled into the Mil- 
derneſs. But after ſome Time [Ecclefiaſticks ſay, 
Forty Days] Jeſus took N repaſſed * 

| | an 


6) Match. iv. 12. Mark i. 14. 
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and went abou®the Towns and Villages declaring 
himſelf to be the Meſſiah. Which Conduct of our 
Jeſus's being offenſive to the Roman Magiſtracy, He 
was at laſt crucified for ſaying, That be was the King 
of the Fews (k). Now this was the Natural Meffiah 
or Chris that appeared; and this is a natural Ac- 
count of him. When he [this Christ] was dead, 
it was by his Diſciples reported, that he would riſe 
again on the third Day afterwards, and that he 
would after his Reſurrection perform thoſe mighty 
Things he had promiſed to do for the Fewifh Na- 
tion. It is ſaid, and by ſome believed, [your Lord- 
ſhip believes Chris did riſe again on the third > 
Day] that Christ did riſe from the Dead on the third 
Day. Say, he did ſo; the Expectations of the Diſ- 
ciples were not anſwered thereby; though they ear- 
neſtly, very earneſihy, deſired him to anſwer this Que- 
ſtion, Lord, wilt thou at this Time reſtore the King- 
dom to Iſrael? (m) I cannot take upon me to ſay, 
that I think Christ's Anſwer to this ardent Queſtion 
was either genteel or civil; but it is, it muſt be own- 
ed, evaſive, It is not for you to 'know the Times or 

the Seaſons, which the Father "bath put in his own . 
Power, &c. 

Immediately after our Feſus' had thus, as it were, 
ungratefully uſed his Diſciples, ready to make him 
a King, he diſappeared from them; and it was there- 
upon given out by certain Men, that he [ 72/us ] was 
aſcended into Heaven. To keep up ſtill the Ex- 
pectation of a Meſſiah, a Reſtorer of the Kingdom 
of Iſrael, they taught, That this ſame Zeſus, which 
7s now in your Sight taken up from you into Heaven, 
ſhall ſo come, in like Manner as ye bave ſeen him 0 into 
Heaven 0 1). 


Thus 


60 Matth. xxvii. 11, 29, 37. (1) See, The Trial of the Mit- 
meſſes of the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, publiſhed by the 120 of 
London. (m) Acts i. 6, 7 0 Ibid. i. 11. 
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Thus ſtood Natura! Chriftianity at the Time of 


the ſuppoſed Aſcenſion of Jeſus of Nazareth. And 


now aroſe a general Expectation, among all the Diſ- 
ciples, that Chri# would ſhortly deſcend from | :ca- 
ven, and that he would come with Power and great 
Glory to reſtore the Kingdom to //-ael. And it ſo 
happened, or it was reported, after the Aſcenſion, 
that Christ appeared to his Diſciples, when they were 
met together, on the firſt Day of the Week, which 
Eccleſiaſticks ſay, laid the Foundation of the Chri- 
tian Sabbath. This, however, occaſioned the Chri- 
ſtians to aſſemble together at firſt on that Day, they 
ſuppoſing that Chriſt would certainly ſhortly appear, 
and that his Appearance would be on that Day. This 
DoEtrine, the immediate ſecond Appearance oi Chri/t, 
and the wonderful Things related of him, created an 
Order of People, who continually went about Jad, 
Galilee, Syria, Afia, and the moſt diſtant Regions, 
pPreaching and teaching this temporal Expectation, 
and declaring in what Manner he would reward his 
Followers when he came. Theſe continued to be the 
Doctrines of Natural Chriſtianity till the Opening of 

the Fourth Century, which brings me to my ſecond 
Particular, vz. | 5 | 


Secondly, To ſhew in what Manner Spiritual [or 
rather Artificial ] Chriſtianity obtained. 


Now, my Lord, this Natural Chriſtianity ; that is, 
this Running of certain Perſons, illiterate Perſons, up 
and down the Roman Empire preaching and teach- 
ing, that Jeſus of Nazareth, who was, as they con- 
fidently, very confidently, affirmed, aſcended into Hea- 
ven, would ſhortly, very ſhortly, come again, pull 
down the Power of the Romans, and reſtore the 
Kingdom to Iſracl, naturally drew on the Believers, 
i. e. the Chriſtians, one Perſecution after another, to 
the Number of Ten. To recite the Number of filly, 

| 1 LY | very 


_ mT 
very filly, Men and Women who ſuffered for this 
temporal Expectation, [this Belief that Feſus of Na- 
zareth would deſcend again from Heaven] and the 
many Cruelties, Torments, and ſundry Kinds of 
Death they died, with the many Miracles and Won- 


ders, ©&c. ſaid to be performed by them, through 


the Courſe of Three Hundred Years, would fill ſe- 
veral Volumes. But at length, this Scene of Perſe- 
cution ceaſed ; and this, my Lord, happened on the 
Invention of Spiritual or Artificial Chriſtianity. 1 
have already hinted what Spiritual Chriſtianity is, I 
am only now to deſcribe in what Manner it was in- 
troduced. 
The Fathers or Leaders of the Chriſtians, per- 
ceiving the Approach of Conſtantine to the Rule of 
the Roman Empire, on the long expected Death of 
Conſtantius his Father; the Holy Fathers, Helena, 
the Wife of Conſtantius and Mother of Conſtantine, 


and Conſtantine jointly contrived out of Natural 


Chriſtianity, or the immediate Expectation of Chriſt, 
to fabricate what has ſince been called, The Chriſtian 
Religion. But prior to this, we ought here to note, 
in what Manner Euſebius, Pope Sylveſter, and other 
Biſhops of the Church, wrought on the Mind and 
Ambition of Conſtantine, in Order to procure him 
to be a Chriſtian, or rather [for he was not a Chri- 
ſtian (o)] to tolerate and protect the Chriſtians. And 
this I ſhall give your Lordſhip and the candid Rea- 


der, in the Words of a Manuſcript (p). which a 


ntleman 


(o) Conflantine, our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians ſay, was not bapti- 
zed till a little before his Death. He remained all his Life Roman 
Sovereign Pontiff, or High Prieſt and Univerſal Protector of all the 
Heathens. Altars were erected to him, and he was venerated as 
the Tutelar Deity of the Roman Empire. But marching againſt 
the Perſians he fell ſick and died at Nicomedia, a City of Bithyma, 
after having received or demanded Baptiſm, in A. D. 337. 

) I have bequeathed this valuable Manuſcript, entituled, car 
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Bentleman lately deceaſed left me, wherein he ſhews 
in what Manner Conſtantine was impoſed on, and 
brought into Chriſtianity, 

We have ſeen, ſays our Author, by what Means 
the Old Teſtament, with all its Doctrines came to be 
received as the primary Part of the Canon of the 
Chriſtian Faith, namely, by this one Diſcovery of 
St. Chryſoſtom, viz. That Chriſt had not aboliſhed the 
Divine Right of the Miniſters of Religion to Tiibes; 
it will be neceſſary alſo to ſee what led to the Adop- 
tion of all the Heathen Principles into the Chriſtian 
Faith and Practice. And this will be beſt done, in 
a ſhort Dialogue between the Empreſs Helena, Con- 
ſtantine the Great, Pope Sylveſter, Euſebius of Nico- 
media, and ſome other Chriſtian Biſhops. Which 
happened thus; | ; | 


Helena to Conſtantine. My dear Son, thy Father 
Conſtantius is dead, and you did promiſe me, that 
if ever you came to the Rule of the Empire, you 
would favour the Chriſtians, and grant them a To- 
leration. | 
| Conſtantine, In this unſettled State of the Empire, 
whilſt Maxentius is up in Arms, how is it poſſible 
to be done ; beſides, dear Mother, though the Chri- 
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fians are now very quiet and peaceable Subjects, 
yet as they are continually in Expectation of the Ap- 

arance of that great Prince, whom they call the 
Meſſiah, and who will, at his Coming, they like- 
wiſe fay and expect, rule the whole Earth; they 
have been looked upon, ever ſince their Riſe, by 
the Senate, as Enemies to the Roman State. You 
know, that this their Doctrine has brought upon 
them from Time to Time the many Perſecutions, 
Impriſonments and Martyrdoms they ſo vainly and 
oſtentatiouſly boaſt of. Beſides, it has been by a 
ſeeming Deteſtation of theſe Principles, that both 
Tou and I have preſerved our Lives hitherto. And 
it is upon the very Account of our ſuppoſed private 
Attachment to the Chriſtian Cauſe, that we are at 
this Time oppoſed by Maxentius and his Party, and 
J have but Yeſterday received Advice that Licinius 
hath Joined ham. 

Helena. To theſe Things, my Son, I can give you 
no direct or poſitive Anſwer. I know the Cbriſtiaus 
have been perſecuted, harraſſed, and Thouſands of 
them put to Death, and I always thought innocent- 
41y; but as for your Schemes of Policy, I leave theſe 
Things with you; but it is Pity moves me, to ſee 
ſuch worthy Perſons, as I think them, continually 
under the Laſh of the Laws, and expoſed to the 
Fury and Cruelty of every barbarous and tyrannical 
"Perſon. But let me beg this of you, my dear Son, 
that holy Euſebius, Father and Biſhop of Nicomedia, 
on the Behalf of the Chriſtiauns, may ſtand before 
You. | 
Conſtantine. It can be to no Purpoſe ; I have no 
Time to ſpare ; and my Spies have but now brought 
me Intelligence, that many Chriſtians are up in 
Arms. Theſe very People, who from the Begin- 
ning have deſpiſed Principalities and Powers, and 
who would never willingly pay their Taxes, nor 


fight 


- 
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fight in the Diſputes of Princes, are perhaps now in 
Arms, and will take this Opportunity, during the 
Diſtraction of Things, to ſet up their Meſſiah, who 
they ſay will rule the People under the four Carman 
of Heaven. 

Helena. It is true, my Son, the Chriſtians are un- 
der Arms; Sylveſter and EZuſebius have ſent unto me 
a Meſſenger with this Letter, which, if Your High- 
neſs will read, I believe will give you the Cauſe there- 
of, and at the ſame Time entire Satisfaction. 

- Gonfantine takes from his Mother the Letter, and 
reads: To the Divine, Holy, and IIluſtrious 
5. Empreſs Helena, Mother of the Sacred, Pious, 
« and Immortal Governor of the World, the Re- 
<< -nowned Confantine ; Sylvefter of Rome, the Ser- 
« yant of the Faithful, and the Biſhops and holy 
„Fathers that are with him, ſend Greeting: After 
«ſolemn. Prayer and the Invocation of the Holy 
c Gho# to direct our Counſels, a Voice was heard 
„ to ſay, Oppole the Tyrant Maxentius, who ſeek- 
ce eth to deſtroy the Members of Christ, who ſhall 
« hve and dwell with me and him to all Eternity. 
« Fuſebius will be thortly with Lou, moiſt noble 
« Princeſs, who will explain to You more fully the 
« Mind ot Us and of the Holy Gboſt. Our Prayers 
« we daily offer up at the Throne of Grace for the 
« Safety and Proſperity of You and Your Son. 
< Thoſe who now are lifted under Chri#*s Banner, 
cc which is the Sign of the Croſs, are more than 
„ One Hundred Thouſand.” Well ! ſays 
8 J will ſee Euſebius when he comes. 

Helena. My Son, Euſebius is without. 

- ConFantine. Order Euſebius to come in. 
Euſebius. All hail great Monarch of the World! 
Sybvefter, and all the Biſhops of Coriſt have ſent 
me unto you, to declare their Attachment to your 
I and to detend thy Right to the Rule of the 
Empire, 
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Empire, againſt the Tyrant Maxentius and all Op 
poſers; and to deſire of thee to appoint Captains and 
Rulers over the Hoſts of Cbriſt, which they the Bi- 
ſhops have raiſed, and which the Christians will main- 
tain, to aſſert your juſt Cauſe. 

Constantine. I gratefully accept your Offer in this 
Time of great Diſtreſs, and I will give proper Or- 
ders thereto. Only this, the Troops ſhall be no 
Burthen to the Chrifians, I will appoint them an 
Allowance out of the publick Granaries. But as for 
you, Euſebius, I lay my Commands upon you to 
attend my Perſon, that you may direct my Coun- 
ſels. 

Euſebius. I ſhall readily obey. 

Helena to Euſebius. I have N for you, holy 
Father, an Apartment near our Royal Perſon. I 
have long wanted to learn from you what the Holy 
Gboſt has taught you the Biſhops from Time to Time; 
the Emperor reproached me but the other Day with 


the Abſurdity of the Chriſtian Principles and Doc- 


trines to the Safety of the Empire. 

Euſebius. He will no more reproach Chriftianity, 
when he hears in what Manner the Holy Ghoſt has ex- 
ined to Us the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Helena. I long the Emperor ſhould be ſatisfied in 
all theſe Particulars. 

Euſebius. That ſhall be done, divine Princeſs, as 
ſoon as we have routed and deſtroyed the Enemy of | 


-* Conſtantine and Chriſt, the Tyrant Maxentius, and 
eſtabliſhed your Son on the Throne. In Order to 


which, great Princeſs, I muſt not only beg your Af- 
fiſtance, but alſo your Silence; for the Succeſs of this 
Battle dependeth, as the Holy Ghoſt has informed Us, 
on the Courage and Bravery, not only of Conſtantine, 
but particularly of the Chriſtians. 
1 Holy Father, I make no Doubt of that; 
and if I can contribute any Thing towards the Ac- 
: _ compliſhment 


1 1 
compliſhment of the Deſigns of the Holy Gho#, 1 
ſhall not be wanting. 

Euſebius. The Holy Gho#t, great Princeſs, appeared 
unto me, in the Viſions of the Night, and command- 
ed me, ſaying, Tell Conſtantine that his Standard ſhall 
be the Croſs of Cbriſt. Here, divine Princeſs, is the 
Form thereof, and this is the Motto which I received 
from the Holy Ghoſt, Hoc Signo vinces. 

Helena. I am, holy Father, greatly pleaſed with 
this Sign or Standard. What a much more noble 
Figure does it ſhew than the Roman Eagle ! Shall I 
recommend this to my Son for a Standard ? 

Euſebius, No, great Princeſs z the Holy Gboſt hath 
appointed the Way in which to convey the Thought 
to the divine Emperor. Cbriſt will this Night fill the 
Pavillion wherein the Emperor ſleepeth with his Al- 
mighty Glory, and diſplay to him in a Viſion a Re- 
preſentation of this very Croſs; and then, on the 
Morrow, when the Emperor ſhall relate his Viſion 
unto Us we will adviſe him to make the Croſs of 
Cbriſt the Roman Standard. Hence it will come ta 
paſs, that Thouſands and Thouſands of Chrifians 
will fight manfully under it, to the Overthrow, not 
only of Maxentius, Licinius and their Adherents, but 
alſo of all future Oppoſers of the divine Emperor, 
and of the Chrifian Faith. | 


Helena. Holy Father, I ſhall always lend my Hand 


to accompliſh the Works of the Holy Gho#. | 
EZuſebius. All that I beg of your divine Highneſs 
is, that you will take Care, that while I am this 
Night about the Royal Chamber, I be not diſturbed 
by the Intervention of any Perſon. 

Helena. I will take upon me that Office. 

4 # # TT 

Euſebius. The Operations of the Holy Gho#t have 
ſucceeded; I heard the divine Emperor, in a great 
Ecſtaſy, and I heard alſo his heavenly Voice _ 

| — > - three 
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three times theſe Words, Hoc Signo vinces. Pleaſe, 
celeſtial Princeſs, to retire, and I will my and re- 
poſe myſelf till the Morning. 

Helena. Heaven ſhield you, holy Father | | 
Conſtantine to Helena. I have longed, dear Mother, 
for the Approach of Day; ſince the firſt Cockcrow I 
have not been able to ſleep. I ſaw, in the Viſions of 
the Night, a bright, glorious and luminous Croſs, 
whereon were written theſe Words, Hoc Signo vinces 
and I heard a heavenly Voice, which ſaid, Bear this 
before thee. Have you ſeen Euſebius this Morning * ? 
Helena. He walketh in the Garden, and is prepa- 

ring himſelf for the Mattin. 

ConFantine goes to Euſebius accompanied by Helena. 
Tells Euſebius what had happened. | 
Euſebius. It is of the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Servant 
mighty Monarch thou art, and who has deſcended 
from Heaven, and hath condeſcended to teach and 
direct you what you ſhall do. May you follow his 
Advice | 
ConFantine. I will change the Standard of the Em- 
pire from the Eagle to the Croſs. 

Euſebius and Helena. In that you will do well, in 
as much as you will therein follow the Dictates of the 
Divine Will. 

Helena to Euſebius. I have viewed the Troops this 
Day ; and the 'new Standard cuts a fine Figure! what 
brave Men the Chri#ians ſeem to be 
Enſebius. They are, moſt noble Princeſs, all ani- 
mated by the Holy Ghost? | 
Helena. Pray, holy Father ! what is meant by be- 
ing animated by the Holy Ghoſt ? 4 
Euſebius. The Holy Ghoſt being God can ſhed his 
Influence and Grace over a Hundred-thouſand as well 
as one. He will give thoſe Men ſuch Succeſs, Re- 
ſolution and Courage, that on the Day of Battle they 
will vanquiſh all their Enemies, rh 

— \ | ; Helena. 
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Helena. And will the Holy Ghoſt do the ſame by 
the Heathen Troops, in the Service of my Sn? 

Euſebius. He will; if we and the whole Body of 
the Chriſtians beſeech him ſo to do. 

Helena. Then I will pray to Him, and I will de- 
fire Sylveſter to pray allo. 

Euſebius. To- morrow is the important Day 
and this Night Conſtantine will ſee Christ, who is the 
Son of Gop, if the Viſions of the Night be not di- 
ſturbed by the Wicked and Unbelieving. 1 will pray 
for the Succeſs of the Emperor againſt Maxentius this 
Night at the Emperor's Chamber- door. 

Conſtantine to Helena and Euſebius. I ſaw in my 
Sleep laſt Night Jeſus, the King of the Christians, 
and a Voice was heard to ſay, Make a Standard in 
the Form of a Croſs, for by that ſhall you overcome 
all your Enemies. 8 

Euſebius to Helena. Let us animate the Chrifan 
Troops with the Emperor's Relation. | 

Helena. I will undertake that; — I will go into 
the Camp and declare it ; and I will excite the Em- 
peror, Senators and Nobles to do the ſame. 
Conſtantine, The Chriſtian Troops have behaved 
valiantly, they have ſuſtained the Burthen of the 
Day; they have defeated Maxentius ; totally routed 
him, the Judgments of Gop fell upon him in his 
Flight; he died by the Fall of a Bridge, and the 
Victory is compleat. And this Succeſs I attribute 
to CbriF, the Croſs, and the Bravery of the Chrifi- 
ans; wherefore I ordain, that, in Remembrance of 
this Victory, the Croſs, as the Standard of the Ro- 
man Empire, be ſet up, in the Midſt of the City of 
Rome, with this Inſcription ; © By this ſalutary Sign, 
< which is the Mark of the true Power, I have 
delivered your City from the Yoke of Tyranny, 
** and eſtabliſhed your Senate and People in their 
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e ancient Splendor. I therefore ordain, that all do 


E worſhip Chri#, and venerate the Croſs.” 


Helena to Euſebius. Holy Father, did you ſee the 

Battle ? | 220 x 
Euſebius. No; Celeſtial Princeſs, I was imploring 
e Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghof all the Time by 

] 7 * h | 2 | 
elena. Do you know this Man? He ſays, his 
Name is Etherius. $9; oe 
Euſebius. Yes; moſt noble Princeſs | But how 
came he with you? VVV | 
Helena. He ſays, He is a Chriſtian, but he ſeems. 


to me, from what he has uttered, to be an Enem 


to the Cauſe; but hear him yourſelf, when the Em- 
eror comes; for he inſiſts ſtrenuouſly upon ſpeak- 
g to the Emperor. £8 
Euſebius. If that could be avoided, it might be 
45 for Etherius is tainted with the Arian He- 
7 | e 1 
4 Helena. Speak Etherius, you have your Free- 
dom. TER 5 
Etherius. I came, Helena, to ſpeak the Truth; I 


pretend to no Inſpiration ; bur the Chriſtians have by 


ghting expoſed all their Deſcendants to the Curſe 
thereof; Chriſtian ſhall cut off and deſtroy Cbriſtian, 
and of War there ſhall be no End. Euſebius know- 


eth, that this has been a received Principle from the 


Beginning of Chriſtianity till this Time, that no 
Believer was to bear Arms, until Feſus ſhould come 
a ſecond Time. | | 


Euſebius. But the Holy Ghoſt appeared unto me, 


and aſſured me, that Chriſtian Men might lawfully, 


at the Command of the Magiſtrate, bear Arms and 


fight in the Wars, | 
Etberius. The Miſtake is committed, and there is 
po Retraction. But there hath fell of the Chriſtians 
bs » 23 1 * e at 
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at the Battle of Pontemolle nigh Fifty-thouſand, and 
future Chriſtians ſhall have Occaſion to lament this 
Precedent. 2 ths 

Euſebius. But the Holy Gho# told me, that He 
would raiſe them all to Life again, at the Reſurrec- 
tion of the laſt Day. | | 

Etherius. Thou art Euſebius of Nicomedia ; thou 
didſt deny Chriſt under the Perſecution of Maximi- 
nian with divers others; and now behold you will 

rvert Chriſtianity, and expoſe the future Chriſtians 

y thy Schemes to Slavery, Death and Deſtruction. 
You will make the Goſpel of Chriſt a State-Maxim, 
and its Doctrines the Engines of State-Policy. — I 
cannot bear it. 
Helena hereupon, who had a great Reſpect for 
Euſebius, ordered Etberius to depart immediately, 
and not to be ſeen at Rome till ſent for, under Pain 
of her Diſpleaſure. | WW. 

Conſtantine to Helena, Euſebius, and others. I have 
with the Aſſiſtance of Chr:i# and his Diſciples, and 
under the Favour of the Croſs, vanquiſhed Licinius, 
Sc. and reſtored Peace to the Empire; and now I 
will ſet about to draw off the People from Pag ani ſin 
to the Chriſtian Faith. e 

Helena. A noble Reſolution! 

Euſebius. And worthy of the Divine Governor of 
the World. | 
Constantine. I will on a certain Day, Euſebius, con- 
fer with Sylveſter, you, and other holy Fathers, in 

the Preſence of the Empreſs Helena; and be ye pre- 
| pared to anſwer all Queſtions concerning your Reli- 
gion, I ſhall then put to you; I have drawn up 
ſeveral. | | 
Euſebius. I will ſummon. SylveFer and divers other 
holy Biſhops to attend the Conference. 
Conſtantine to the Synod. Holy Fathers, I have had 
for many Years a great Regard to the Chriſtian Faith, 
#464 | but 
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but as I am not able to underſtand the Drift ** 
Deſign of many of its Doctrines, I have deſired this 
private Conference. And I judge I cannot err ſince 
Feſus hath appeared unto me, and the Holy Spirit, I 
am ſure, hath granted me his Aſſiſtance. How do 
you prove, from your Scriptures, that Chrifian Men 
are obliged by the Doctrines and Precepts of Chris? 
to bear Arms at the Command of the Magiſtrate, 
and fight in the Defence of Him, Themſelves, and 
the Commonwealth ? 

Synod. We thus anſwer: Chri# paid Tribute to 


Coaæſar, and there is not throughout all the ſacred 


Writings relative to Chriſtianity, which we receive 
for canonical, one Prohibition to the contrary ; and 
therefore what is not forbidden is certainly allowed. 

Confantine. It does ſeem to me, that the Primitive 
Chrifians looked on Chrif as a temporal Prince, and 
ſo they did within twenty Years paſt, When do you 
expect his Second Coming? 

HSnod. We do not expect to ſee Chrif till the Con- 
ſummation of all Things, when he ſhall come to 
Judge the World in Righteoulneſs. 

Conſtantine. Did not the Chriſtians teach not long 

ſince that Chriſt would ſuddenly appear, and raiſe 
to Lite all the Chriſtians that were dead, to com- 
poſe his great Army? 
Synod, Yes, they did; but the Holy Ghoft has 
appeared unto ſeveral of us, and hath explained all 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which relate thereto, of 
a future Reſurrection at the End of the World. And 
hereupon Aubanaſius produced his Creed, which great 
ly pleaſed the Emperor. 

The Conferences were continued from Day to 
Day, and the Explanation of every Doctrine in 
the ſpiritual and future Senſe, and the daily and 
hourly Invention of new Dactrines, pleaſed the 
Emperor. Revelations of the Divine Will by Im- 

5 pulſes, 
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pulſes, Appearances of the Holy Ghoft, of Chriſt, of 
the Apoſtles, of Saints and Martyrs were nightly 
forged, and daily publiſhed ; the Emperor himſelf 
was a Viſionary; (Policy induced him to tolerate 
Chriſtianity ;) Helena was ſuch, and ſo were moſt of 
the Biſhops ; and, in ſhort, it even became a Faſhi- 
on to pretend to Inſpiration. | | 
_ Conſtantine to the Synod. Holy Fathers, I will 


here relate to you what has hitherto been my Opi- 


nion of Chriſtianity, till my Mind was illuminated. 
I looked on Feſus of Nazareth, whom you now ſtile 


God the Son, the eternal Father, &c. to be a mere 


Man, the firſt Chrift:ans looked on him as ſuch, and 


Only believed him to be the Meſſiah, one who would 


reſtore the Kingdom and Rule to the Children of 
Jrael. This is, as I always took it, the fundamen- 
tal Article of the Chriſtian Faith, on which all the 
reſt have been ſince built. I therefore deſire to 
know, what are your Thoughts concerning this 
firſt and principal Article of the Chriſtian Faith at 
this Time. N 

Snod. Divine Emperor, we have for your Satiſ- 
faction drawn up a brief Explanation of all the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as dictated to Us by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and likewiſe we have added ſome of 
thoſe which we have lately received by Divine Re- 
velation. 

Here the Biſhops gave Conſtantine the firſt For- 
mulary, Body of Chriſtian Divinity, or Confeſſion 
of Faith which had ever appeared. _ 

Conſtantine is heard to remark. Chriſt will im- 
mediately appear, and reward his Diſciples by giv- 
ing them a temporal Kingdom. The ſpiritual 
Meaning is, Chriſt will come, at the End of the 
World, in the Clouds of Glory, and will call all 
the Dead before him to Judgment, and he will re- 
ward every one according to his Works. Ay, ſays 

'  » Conſtantine, 
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Conſtantine, this is ſomething ; there is a wide Diffe- 


rence between the Preſent and the Future. Some 


have taught, that the World is eternal ;—but, how- 


ever, if the World ſhould continue as long as it 


has, or but One Hundred Years, the Coming of 
Chriſt cannot affect me! — Well! farther, Gerif 
died for the Sins of Men Cbriſt is our Redeemer! 
—He ſitteth at the Right Hand of Gop, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, making Interceſſion for Us! — He 
(Chriſt) is the Lamb ot Gop | — He is God the Son f 
— He was without Sin ! — His Blood was ſhed for 


the Remiſſion of Sins, &c. Sc. and Sc. too nu- 


merous (and ridiculous I) to be recited. 

Conſtantine to the Synod. Holy Fathers! I approve 
theſe Doctrines; and, I will, as you deſire, ſhortly 
ſummon a Genera] Council at Nice to eſtabliſh all 
the fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. | 


| |Refore this Period (viz. the Conflantine) the Chri- 


ſtians of the three firſt Centuries never did, nor ne- 


ver would intereſt themſelves in the Wars of con- 


tending Princes; — none of them (they declared) 


would fight till their Maſter Jeſus appeared. 
But to get rid of Perſecution, to curry Favour 


with Conſtantine, the Fathers or Biſhops of the 


Church [or rather of the Chriſtians, for the Church 
was but juſt forming, or licking into Shape] tacked 
about, and taught their Adherents, that they had 
miſtaken the true Meaning of Chriſi's Words, the 
Words of the Angels, and the Words of the Apo- 
{tle St. Paul, and that the Holy Ghoſt had ſince in- 

ſtructed them to declare, that Chri/# would not per- 


ſonally appear until the End of the World, where- 


fore they adviſed their Diſciples to arm, and to liſt 
themſelves under Conſtantine, to aid and aſſiſt him a- 
gainſt his Competitor Maxentius, promiſing them, 


that if Conſtantine became Victor, then would they, 
in 
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in all Parts of the Roman Empire (which; at that 
Time, had well nigh extended itſelf to the Conqueſt 
of the whole known World) be free, and be no lon- 
ger ſubject to Death as Rebels and ſeditious Perſons. 
Upon this Confiantine pretended to be a Chriſtian, 
became himſelf a Viſionary, aſſerted confidently to 
all, that Jeſus did appear unto him, and that He 
ordered him to lay aſide the Raman Standard, and to 
take in lieu thereof; the Repreſentation of the Croſs, 
on which he Jeſus had been crucified. And Con- 
ftantine told Euſebius (who, by the Way, alſo was 
an Enthuſiaſt and a great Viſionary, for he credited 
the Emperor) that Feſus promiſed him thereon Vie- 
tory over Maxentius. Conſtantine did ſo; and the 
Cbriſtians from all Parts (many from Britain) flock- 
ed to this Standard, gave by their Valour Victory 
to Conſtantine, and a total Overthrow to Maxentius- 
Whereupon Conſtantine ordained immediately, that 
the Croſs ſhould be held as holy and ſacred; and 
that from henceforth it ſnould not be uſed in the 
Puniſhment of Malefactors. Helena the Empreſs 
built a Church to the Honour of the Holy Croſs ;' 
and hence ſoon aroſe, the Worſhip of the Croſs, 
The Chrifians; from this Time continued to fill 
Conſtantinè s Army, and with unparallelled Succeſs 
and Bravery, they, at length, procured Confantine 
ſole Emperor. 25 | 

During theſe Tranſactions, the Eccleſiaſtical Fa- 
thers and Politicians were hard at Work, and the? 
ſo trimmed their Doctrines, and explained a 
whatever had before been offenſive in their Faith for 


Practice, that, at length, Confantine began Gy 
to encourage them, and he gave them Power to al- 
ſemble themſelves together ; and he ordered them 
to draw up a Narrative concerning Cbriſt and his 

th and Wonders 


> 1 The 


Doctrine, and of the many Mira 
he had wrought 
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The Emperor aſſigned theſe Fathers a Place where 
they ſhould meet, in Order to compile this Narra- 
tive; which was an Apartment in the Royal Pa- 
lace. The Aſſembly was often favoured with the 
Company of the Empreſs Helena, with that of Con- 


| fantine himſelf; and likewiſe with that of divers off 


the Nobility, . 

After ſome Time, the holy Fathers had collected 
together ſuch an infinite Number of Narratives ſaid 
to be wrote alſo by the ſame Perſon, and ſome full 


of ſuch Abfurdities, ſuch lying Miracles and Won- 
ders, that it was upon mature Deliberation, and the 


Invocation of the Holy Gboſ, determined, that there 
ſhould be but Four Narratives authenticated, viz. 
of Matthew, Mark, Lute and John; but then the 
Miſchief was, there were ſo many of a Sort of the 
three firſt, that it was very difficult to hit upon the 
tigt; for, it ſeems, the Holy Gboſt had inſpired 
almoſt every eminent Man, every Sect, and every 
Enthuſiaſt [of which the World then abounded] to 
write a Narrative of the Birth, Tranſactions and 
Miracles of Feſus of Nazareth, and to prefix there- 
to the Name of one of the Evangeliſts. But chiefly 
there were more - Narratives: that bore the Name of 
Matthew than of all the reſt. There were many of 
Mark and Luke; but there were few. or none of 
John, beſides that we have; only it muſt be noted, 
that the Narrative (now Gofpe!) of St. John has 
been greatly enlarged and improved fince it was firſt 
ſaid to be wrote by St. John, or rather by that im- 
pudent Viſionary and Enthuſiaſt St. Papias (2), who 
„ Go 2 nm oo = 


0 On che receiving. the Goſpel of St. Johr as Canonical there 
neal ſe. in the Church, certain Hereticks who rejected that and the 
Revelation as the Reveries and Forgeries of Papias; and wie 
were thereupon, by the Orthodox, termed Agi, or Perſons whe 


Hevied, the Divinity of the or Cbrift 


[ 35 ] 
But notwithſtanding the great Care and Induſtry 
taken by the Conſtantine Fathers to expunge from 
the Four Goſpels, a great Multitude of the moſt idle 
and vague Stories concerning the Miracles and Ac- 
tions of Feſus of Nazareth; yet, my Lord, it has 
ſo happened, the more is the Pity ! that ſome of the 
moſt ridiculous and abſurd have ſtill been handed 
down to us, and are, at preſent, contained in -the 
ſaid Four Goſpels. As for Inſtance, Chriſt's Walk- 
ing on the Sea as on firm Land ; His Tranſub- 
ſtantiating of Water into real Wine at the Marriage 
in Cana; His Telling the Woman of Samaria her 
— humourous Fortune; His Feeding Five Thouſand 
Men, beſides Women and Children, with five Loaves 
and two Fiſhes, which Food was ſo encreaſed, after 
this great Number of People were ſatiated, that the 
Diſciples gathered up of the Fragments twelve Baſ- 
kets full (7); His Faſting Forty Days and Forty 
Nights; His Standing upon the Pinnacle of the 
Temple, being ſat thereon by the Devil: And, laſt- 
ly, His wonderful Incarnation, Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion. 8 | 
The Spirit of Trimming, my Lord, kept its 
Place, and the holy Fathers introduced at this Time 
into the Goſpels, all thoſe Expreſſions (Verſes (5s) or 
Paragraphs they are now) ſo agreeable to worldly 
Power and Grandeur. One Inſtance will ſerve for 
all; to wit, that celebrated one of Chriſt, who tho” 
a King and a God is repreſented as paying of * 

TF 2 ute 


(r) Matth. xiv. 19, 20, 21. %) The Books of the Oli and 
ew Teflament were not divided into Chapters, Paragraphs and 
Verſes, till ſome Time in the Thirteenth Century, when Hugo de 
Santo Caro, a Burgundine Monk firſt found it out. Which imall 
or little Diviſions of the Sacred Text are judiciouſly cenſured b 
Mr. Lacke in his Preface to his Paraphraſe on the Romans, as tend- 
ing to reduce the Scriptures into a Collection of Sentences, Apho- 
& Try 1 and Proverbs ; and, in many Places, by their In- 
gpueRion, deſtroy ing the very Senſe and Deſign of the Author, 
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pute to the Roman Power. It is wholly inconſiſtent 
with the Character of J7eſus of Nazareth to pay Tri- 
bute, regarding him as the predeſtinated Meſſiah 
and Reſtorer of the Fewiſh Commonwealth. But 
10 the Conſtantine Fathers were pleaſed to ſay, that 
Chriſt commanded,” Render tinto Ceſar the Things 
_ #hat are Cæſars, Cc. There are many other'Paſ- 
ſages which were inſerted at the ſame Time; all 
which were inſerted to pleaſe Conſtantine and Helena, 
who, as I ſaid before, were often preſent in the Sy- 
nod. At this Time alſo, all thoſe Paſſages which 
repreſent Chrift as ſpeaking of himſelf as God, were 
inſerted. As for the many Miracles ſaid to be 
wrought by Feſus, they had been introduced about 
the Time, the Chriſtians attempted to perſuade the 
Roman Senate to inroll Fe/us among their Gods. 

The Conſtantine Fathers, having at length compi- 
led out of the Multitude of different Narratives, the 
Four Narratives of Matthew, Mark, Luke and Fohn, 
(though thoſe Four in Afﬀter-time received a great 
Number of Additions and Improvements) they were 
Jo happy as to fix on the Word *Evayyiaio, that 
is, the Glad Tiding (or Goſpel) for the Title or Name 
of theſe Narratives. Hence the Gofpel- (or the Glad 
Tiding) of St. Matthew ; — of St. Mark; — of St. 
Luke; and — of St. Jobn. Conſtantine, Helena and 
others having reviſed theſe Four Goſpels found them 
altogether agreeable. \'The Emperor finding, that the 
holy Fathers had adjourned their Expectation of the 
immediate Appearance of Chriſt tq take on him U- 
niverſal Monarchy, to the End of the World, and 
that Chriſt was, during the intermediate Space, to 
reign in the Hearts of the Faithful by his Grace, 
and that that Grace was to influence all the Follow- 
ers of Jeſus to be obedient to him the Emperor, and 
to fight for him, he was entirely ſatisfied ; and there- 
upon, as a farther Mark of his Favour, he gy #6 
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that a General Council of all the Chriſtian Fathers or 
Biſhops, from all Parts of the Roman Empire, ſhould 
be held at Nice. My Lord, I have read ſomewhere, 
that ſeveral Britiſh Biſhops (among whom was Reſti- 
tutus then Biſhop of Loudan, one of your Lordſhip's 
Predeceſſors) were preſent at this Council. Here the 
Fathers of the Church aſſembled fixed the firſt Canon 
of Scripture, and which then conſiſted only of the 
Four Goſpels, and which, alſo, as is hinted before, 
were not quite ſo large as they are now. 

Now theſe Four Goſpels continued many Years, 
after this firſt Council of Nice, which was held in 
the Year Three-bundred- twenty ie, to be the only 
Rule of Faith, But as Eccleſiaſticks have always 
diſcovered that their Works of Revelation. and In- 
ſpiration ſtill want Amendment, or the Aid of far- 
ther Revelation and Inſpiration, this Book of the 
Four Goſpels did not laſt to be the only Rule of the 
Chriſtian Faith above Sixty or Seventy Years. In 
Proceſs of Time there aroſe in the Church divers 
great and valuable Men, ſuch were Cbryſaſtom, Theo- 
doret, Euſebius, Athanaſius, Cyril, and many others; 
but our Subject directeth us here to ſpeak particu- 
larly of St. Chryſaſtom. This Man was born a Pagan, 
but was early converted to, and initiated into Cbriſtia- 
»ity. He aroſe from being a Deacon to the Archi- 
epiſcopacy of one of the largeſt Provinces in the whole 
World. In this Station, he ſaw, with the greateſt 
Concern, a vaſt Number of Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons almaſt ſtarving amidſt the greateſt Diligence 
and Induſtry, i. e. the Pains they took to go about 
from Hout: to Houſe, from Town to Town, and 
from City to City, preaching,. teaching and explain- 
ing the Myſteries of the Goſpel, which were then 


chiefly theſe four; viz. the wonderful Incarnation of 
Jeſus of Nazareth, his Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion, 
and his Coming again at the End of the World to 
Kilo 09'S VE LS Judgment. 
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Judgment. The Poverty and unſettled Maintenance 
of the Clergy, Chry/oſtom took to Heart, and reflect- 
ing upon the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, he 
ſoon found out, as he ſaid, that Chriſt had not abro- - 
gated che Divine Right of Tithes. Hereupon, the 
Saint concluded, that if he could reſtore and eſtabliſh 
this Doctrine as divine, then he ſhould thereby pro- 
cure to the Miniſters of the Goſpel a handſome and 
regular Maintenance. This would, Chry/oſtom alſo 
concluded, bring into the Church (as it afterwards 
did) many both Pagan and Fewiſh Families. 
Now this was not to be done our Saint knew 


his preaching up the Old Teftament Writings, or as 


they were then called, The Scriptures of Moſes and the 
Prophets. That would not do; but he began with 
recommending the A#s of the Apoſtles, the Epiſtles of 
St. Paul, and the Catholick Epiſtles as a proper Ap- 

ndage to the Four Goſpels, It happened very luc- 
kily, that theſe Writings were a Comment on, or 
Recommendation of, moſt of the Writings of Moſes 
and the Prophets. The firſt Step that was taken to 
introduce and eſtabliſh the Doctrines, the Alis and 
che Epiſtles contained, was to perſuade the Biſhop of 
Rome, whom Conſtantine had ſome Years before, in 
the Perſon of Sylveſter, made Sovereign Chriftian Pon- 
tiff, or High Prieſt, of the whole World, to inſert 
into the Daily Service, and cauſe to be read certain 
litele Portions of theſe Scriptures. Theſe Portions 
were chiefly on the Subjects of Obedience to Ma- 
giſtrates both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; the Prophecies 
applicable to Chrif, &c. and particularly relative to 
Tatbes. This wiſe and judicious Proceeding ſoon had 
the deſired Effect; it brought theſe Scriptures into 
ſuch Credit with the People, that, at length, the 
Holy Biſhops met in a Council, and joined to the 
Four Goſpels, the Acls of the Apoſiles, written by Luke, 
all the Epiſtles of Paul, Peter, Sc. the whole New 
: 637% | Teftament, 


391 


Teſtament, as we have it now, except the Apocalypſe, 
and ſome Additions to the ſeveral Goſpels and Epi- 
files, of which we ſhall have Occaſion to make men- 
tion hereafter. A ſhort Time, my Lord, produced 
the BIBLE; it was ſoon after decreed, that the Wri- 
tings of Moſes and the Prophets, ſhould, in the Ca- 
non of Scripture, preceed the Four Goſpels. Hence, 
on the Score of Revelation, theſe two Parts obtained 
the Denomination of, The Old and New Wills or Te- 
Faments. But when this was done, there was no 
Connection between the Old and the New Tefament, 
wherefore the Church thought proper to make a 
Genealogy of Cbriſt, and to inſert it at the Beginning 
of the Goſpel according to St. Matthew, So that 
this Addition, as innumerable others were, was made 
full three Hundred and Fifty Years after Matibew is 
ſaid to have written his Goſpel. ; ; 
Thus, my Lord, were the Books of the New Te- 
Fament fabricated, all but the Apocalypſe, which was 
introduced and added to the Goſpels and Epifles in 
the following Manner. It was at the General Coun- 
cil of Confantinople, held in the Year 397, when 
T heodoret, Euſebius and others were of Opinion, that 
the Book of the Revelation of St. John, which had 
been conveyed to the Church then nigh three Hun- 
dred Years by Papias, who was the Diſciple of St. 
John, was worthy, and ought to be annexed to the 
Canon of the Holy Scripture. Theodoret declared, 
that he had examined it, and that the Holy Spirit had 
directed him, to make the Propoſition. This was 
followed by Euſebius, and divers other holy Fathers; 
but as the Motion was ſudden, and the reſt of the 
Council had not duly. conſidered of this Affair, it 
was propoſed by thoſe who had hitherto looked on 
this Book as apocryphal, to take ſome Time to exa- 
mine into the Genuineneſs of it; but Theodoret ſaid, 
there could be no Occaſion for that, ſince he was hy 
| 0 
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he had ſeen the Holy Gboct, the preceeding Night; 
and who had directed him to propoſe it, and he ſaid; 
and poſitively affirmed, that the Holy Gho# informed 
him; that it was written by immediate Inſpiration 
from him; then the Zealots for the Divinity of Chriſt 
and the Holy GhoF cried out, Put it to the. Vote, 
Whether the Apocalypſe of St. Jobn written by the 
Holy Gho# ſhould be added to the Goſpels and the 


 Epiftles? It paſſed in the Affirmative, and with loud 


Acclamations. | | 
Here we ſee, my Lord, the Methods then uſed to 


_ eſtabliſh the ſeveral Parts of Scripture ; all which 


Epiſtles and the Revelation of St. John were intro- 
duced, if not purpoſely forged and invented, to ſerve 
ſome Eccleſiaſtical Scheme, and then carried in Coun- 
cils, and eſtabliſhed as the Word of Goo, in ſome 
ſuch like Manner I have already mentioned; 4 
Thus, my Lord, the holy Eccleſiaſticks of the 
Fourth Century introduced Spiritual (or rather Arti- 
ficial) Chriſtianity ; and thus they impoſed on the 
People of that Age, and on their Succeſſors. Their 
Succeſſors, the Biſhops of Rome, carried on the 
Farce, and it would now take, more than a Volume, 
only to mention the many Doctrines and Articles of 
Faith they have ſubſtracted and divided their Spiri- 
tual Chriſtianity into. | 
I need not here repeat to your Lordſhip, how theſe 
Impoſitions ſurvived the Conſtantine Age, lived and 
flouriſhed, and had their Completion in the Church 
in the Fifteenth Century, when the Clergy not con- 
tent with one Place of future Puniſhment, at the 
End of the World, invented the Doctrine of an in- 
termediate State, which one of our ſagacious Popes 
ſtiled, Purgatory. F * 
But Henry the Eighth, my Lord, coming to the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, here in England firſt abo- 
liſhed the Supremacy ' of the Pope, and 1 the 
f | nion 


. » 10 
Union of the Catholick Church. On which the Pa- 
piſts affirmed, that the Holy Spirit had leſt England ; 
but they were miſtaken, for the Proteſtants would not 
part with the Afliſtance, Influence and Guidance of 
the Holy Ghost: And they did then and do now al- 
ſert, and your Lordſhip believes, and ſo do I ſincere- 
ly, that the Church of England, as by Law eftabliſh- 
ed, has as much Right to the Aid, Aſſiſtance and 
Influence of the Holy Gho#? as ever the Church had 
in the Primitive Times. Accordingly, my Lord, 
your Lordſhip well knows, that the firſt Tranſlators 
of the Bible into Engliſh, and the Compilers of the 
Common Prayer confidently, very confidently, affirm, 
that the Holy Gho# aſſiſted them in the Performance 
of thoſe great Works, And in this Exgliſp Tranſla- 
tion (which, by the Way, has received ſince a thou- 
ſand Alterations, Emendations, Sc.) of the Scrip- 
- tures, Cranmer, Ridley and others placed that Infall;- 
bility which they robbed his Holineſs the Pope of. 


Thus, the Bible has ever ſince been the unerring 


Guide of Proteſtants; but the Divines among the 
Proteſtants, not willing entirely to truſt Infallibility 
in the Letter, or written Word only, did after ſome 
Time think proper to help the Senſe by writing 
Commentaries, Expoſitions and Gloſſaries thereon. 
Which Spirit or Knack of Expounding introduced 
the vaſt Number of Paraphraſes, Comments, &c. 
(and Sects) which have ſince loaded Proteſtant Chri- 
F#ianity ; and at firit laid the Foundation, and which 
hath alſo ever ſince ſupported the Spirit of Sermoni- 
zing, at which your Lordſhip has ſhewn us that you 
are as great an Adept as any one that has gone be- 
fore you! And I humbly judge, your Lordſhip, 
like other Enthuſiaſts, preſumes, that the Holy Gho#t 
aſſiſted you in compiling your Diſcourſes, when it is 
my Opinion, my very bumble Opinion, that your Lord- 
fhip was directed and Aae es write them, = 
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the very ſame Motives, the Gr ſells. his Plumbs, 


and the M n his Milk. KL. 
But to return. I hope your Lordſhip will excuſe 
this long Digreſſion ; it was, I aſſure You and the 


Reader, for the Sake of the Truth; the great Re- 


gard I have for which doth appear, I am confidenr, 
in every preceeding Line, and I do here pawn my 


Honour 1t will be tranſparent in every ſucceeding 


one, even to the laſt Page incluſive. 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Fifth Poſition, viz. 
& Chriſt has given no Account of the Nature of 


. * Gop, the Immortality of the Soul, and the Cer- 


* tainty of future Rewards and Punifhments in ano- 


„ ther Life after this.” See Vol. J. p. 110. 


I muſt here aſk your Lordſhip, Why did not 
Chrift clear theſe Doubts? !! ! You anſwer a few 
Lines lower in the ſame Page: Future Rewards, 
„ ſay you, and Puniſhments Christ has indeed fully 


s aſſerted, [or the Conſtantine Fathers for him, by 
_ © interpolating of the Scriptures] but as to the Na- 


„ture or Manner of them, and the Soul's Exiſtence 
“ in each State, he has left them involved in the 
& ſame Intricacies in which he found them.” I be- 
lieve ſo! becauſe concerning theſe Matters I hum- 
bly conceit Feſus or Chriſt knew juſt as much as ei- 


ther You or I do. Let me beg of your Lordſhip 


to prove and demonſtrate, laying aſide Revelation, 
which I look on as Eccleſiaſtical Juggle, that there 
is ſuch an Eſſence as you call the Soul; and that it 
is immortal. And when that is done, which ſome 
imagine you can never do, then I will allow your 
Doctrine of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments (5). 

| : Wore Dottrines 


) The DoQrines of future Rewards and Puniſhments, ie. I mean 
of Heaven and Hell. The firſt Place was invented by the Chri/tian 
Divines for one exceeding good Purpoſe; and it has anſwered the 
End, viz. to reward all thoſe who ſhould found for the Clergy, 
, Ihr Monaſteries, 
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Doctrines invented and uſed in the ſame Senſe our 
good Women do to Children, Raw-Head-and- Blos- 
ay-Bones | the Black-Man, meaning Satan and the 
Devil | Sc. Sc. &c. 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Sixth Poſition, viz. 
& The preſent unequal Diſtribution of Rewards and 
& Puniſhments can be accounted for upon no other 
c Foot than the Notions we have of Gop's Excel- 
„ lency and Perfections.“ Vol. I. p. 113, 114. 
Who has made the preſent unequal Diitribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments in this Life? It is plain, 
your Lordſhip ſays, Gop has. But with your Leave 
I do here declare, that GOD did not make the pre- 
ſent ynequal Diſtribution of Rewards and Punith- 
ments ; and becauſe your Lordſhip would father that 
which is the Invention of Man upon the Almighty, 
I will tell the Reader who did it, and prove it to his 
Satisfaction. The Inſtance I ſhall bring will be trom 
our own-Hiſtory and Conſtitution, and that will an- 
{wer in the Government of all the Civilized Nations. 
Now thoſe who made this unequal Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments at firit in this Iſland, as 
far back as Authors inform us, were the Romans, at- 
ter them the Saxons and Danes, and laſt of all the 
Normans, Wherever a Nation or People undergo 
what is properly called a Conqueſt, the Conqueror 
diſpoles of the Lands and Poſſeſſions of the Con- 
quered to his Favourites and Followers, and fo fixes 
that unequal Diſtribution of the good Things of this 
Life, as he ſees proper, Writers ſay, that William 
the Conqueror took away the Lands, Manors and 
12 G 2 | ._ - Eſtates 
Monaſteries, Chantries, Sc. and give unto them the Tenth of all 
their Poſſeſſions, beſides Free-will Offerings. It was the Promiſe 
of futute B eſſedneſs, Joys inconceiyable, and Immortality, that 
induced our Saxon Monarchs to give the Tenth of all this King. 
dom to the Church. The latter* Place was invented to puniſh the 


Sacrilegious, and all ſuch who ſhould blaſpheme, or ſpeak againit 
the Clergy and their Religious Inventions. 
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Eſtates of the Engliſb, and gave them to his Nor- 


mans. But even now all the Honours, Wealth and 


Riches of every People are in the Hands of their 
reſpective Governors, and they raiſe this or that, or 


theſe or thoſe to Dignity, Power and Profit as beſt 
ſuit with their Intereſt ; they grant Towns and Cities 
what Privileges they pleaſe, make this Man, Town 
or City rich, or that poor, and tax the Nations and 
People at their Pleaſure ; lead them forth to War, 
and facrifice ſo many Thouſands they think fit to 
gratify their Ambition, Humour, Caprice, or what 


| not! This is the Caſe, and the Notions, if I can 


judge, we have of Gop's Excellency and Perfection 
juſtify what I have ſaid. For to Him all Men are 
on a Level; 10 all alike his Sun riſeth and ſetteth, and 
his Rains aſcend and deſcend (1). Who can juſtly ſay, 
Go has more Reſpect for the King than the Cob- 
ler;—the Biſhop than the poor ſtarving Curate ! 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Seventh Poſition, 
vig. Gor has ſet Bounds to our Knowledge, by 
limitting our Faculties; and it is impoſſible He 
“ ſhould infuſe more into us than we are capable of 


receiving.“ Vol. I. p. 115. 


did indeed once think, that Gop had ſet Bounds 
to the Capacities of our intellectual Faculties; till I 
read, in the Gentleman's Magazine, of that ſurprizing 
Accomptant Mr. Jedidiab Buxton, whoſe Series of 
Numbers greatly aſtoniſhed me; and I concluded, 
that it was morally impoſlible tor any Man ever after 
to form an Idea of a greater Series of Numbers. And 
in this Opinion, I remained for Four or Five Years, 
when in the ſame Magazine for the Year 1754, I read 
again of a Country Carpenter, in a Letter to the 
Author, ſigned 7. S, who had carried a Series of 


Figures (in Number Six Hundred and Six) up to 


what he calls a Centillion, which is a Progreſſion 


of 


(e) Matth. v. 45. 
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of One Hundred Nomina, each containing fix Fi- 
ures. | 
N To what Extent Human Knowledge may be car- 
ried, is out of the Power of Man to tell, for ſome- 
zimes a Thought, or even an Accident opens to our 
Conception, a Torrent of Invention or Knowledge. 
Thus Mr. Locke, to whom Mankind is ſaid to be 
greatly indebted for his Labours, ſays, in the Preface 
to his Book of the Human Underſtanding, that when he 
fGrſt undertook to write on that Subject, he concluded, 
that all he could poſſibly ſay thereon would be con- 
tained in one Sheet, but when he came to ſet his 
Thoughts down on Paper, we find his Work ſwelled 
to Threeſcore, and that in a very Small Letter. And 
then after being ſenſible, he had nor ſaid enough, he 
preſented us with a long Addenda, under the Title of, 
The Condu N of the Human Underſtanding, being half as 
much as the former: Arguments beget Arguments; 
Reaſonings beget Reaſonings; and Books beget Books. 
All whieh has led me to conclude, that the Almighty 
has not required of us the Belief of Impoſſibilities, My- 
ſteries, as your Lordſhip calls them; and then to me 
the Queſtion is, Whether the Belief of the Incarnation, 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Feſus of Nazareth, and 
the Aſſumption of human Bodies into Heaven, Sc. 
Things altogether incredible! are neceſſary to Salva- 
tion ? | 
- Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Eighth Poſition, viz. 
© The Whole of Religion depends upon this Que- 
< ſtion, Whether there certainly be a Gop who will 
& judge the World? Vol. I. p. 122. | 
Admit that there is ſuch a Being as we call Gop, (of 
which, my Lord, I have not the leaſt Doubt) does it 
follow, that he muſt neceſſarily judge the World in 
that or any other Manner deſcribed by Divines? The 
Doctrine of a future Judgment is deſigned in terrorem; 
and I wiſh, ſince its Invention, it had anſwered _ 
| | nd 


— N rr — 
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End propoſed, the Reformation of the World. Now 
I humbly preſume, the Reformation of the World 
will never be obtained by the preſent Scheme of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Politics, which is to believe as Spiritual or 
Artificial Chriſtians, and to act as Infidels, Pagans, 
Jeus and Atheiffs, If the Clergy did ſincerely be- 
lieve the Doctrines they daily preach,then would there 
be a pious, ſober and religious Prieſthood, and that 
in a ſhort Time would produce alſo a ſpber and reli- 
ious Laity. The ſingle Point is, ſays the Biſhop, 
Whether there be ſufficient Evidence of a future 
State? I muſt anſwer, There is no ſuch State; no 


one has, or can have, any Conception about it, but 


thoſe imaginary ones ſet up and maintained by youn 


'Lordſhip and Party; and it may ſafely be affirmed, 


and proved too, if required, that our Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jeſus of Nazareth, has not given us any Cer- 
tainty of a future State, nor of the Exiſtence of the 
Soul after Death. 

Remarks on Fou Lordſhip's Ninth Poſition, viz. 
& Chrif has promiſed and declared that he will raiſe 
c us from the Dead.” Vol. I. p. 126. | 

Your Lordſhip means, that Chriſt has promiſed 
and declared that he will make us again after Death 
has diſſolved the vital Union. He can do it, you 
<« poſitively ſay, p. 125. who made Man out of no- 
<« thing at firſt.” Let meaſk, How is it poſſible for 
our Bodies to fubliſt in Heaven, where, it is affirmed, 
we ſhall neither eat nor drink, be married, &c. But 
a little farther, p. 132. you ſtile this a Myſtery, and 
ſo let it remain, tor I will not trouble myſelf any far- 
ther about it; only add, that I am not altogether ſo 
great a Fool as to think your Lordſhip believes every, 
Point you have advanced. Lerne | 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Tenth Poſition, vix. 
 Gonp has declared to us, that he has a Son and a 


4 Spirit, who dwell with and in him from all Eterni- 


cc ty. 


„ 
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« ty, a Son who came to our Aſſiſtance, and a Spi- | 


* rit who is ever with us to guide us into all Truth.” 
Vol. I. p. 137. 


By what Means has Gop declared theſe Truths, as 
your Lordſhip calls them, to Us? Why it does ap- 


pear, that we are to ſuppoſe and believe that the Wri- 
tings of the Old and New Teftament are the Revealed 
Will of Gop; for if this is not allowed, or is not 
ſuppoſed to be Truth, this Poſition falls to the 
Ground. Your Lordſhip affirms, that the Son of God, 
or God's Son, came to our Aſſiſtance. Does it follow, 
becauſe the Conſtantine Fathers found it neceſſary to 


advance Feſus of Nazareth to the Godhead, and to 


ſtile Him, God the Son, that he is ſo? Or does it fol- 
low, becauſe it is now generally ſaid, and perhaps by 
many believed, that Chri# is now in Heaven ſitting 
at the Right Hand of Gop cfoathed with that very 


Body he had before and after his Reſurrection, that 


it really is ſo? But, ſuppoſe all theſe Truths ſhould 
be queſtioned by Jews, Inſidels, Libertines and Free- 
thinkers, we Chriſtians have the Spirit of God among 
us who doth guide us into all Truth, and will do ſo 


till the End of Time. Now to this Guidance of the 


Spirit I give juſt as much Credit as I do to that Story 
of Theodoret, who affirmed, before the Second General 
Council of Conſtantinople, that the Holy Ghost appear- 
ed the Night before, and ordered him to propoſe to 
that Aſſembly the next Day, the Junction of the A.- 
Pocalypſe to the Goſpels and Canonical Epritles. 

Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Eleventh Poſition, 
viz. © The Goſpel did expel the falſe and pernicious 
Notions of Heatheniſm.” Vol. 1. p. 153. 

The Goſpel did not expel the falſe and pernicious 
Notions of Heatbeniſm, it only changed and meta- 
morphoſed them. The Venus of the Ancients was 
changed into the Image and Worſhip of the Virgin 
Mary, and the Statues of the Sy were daily con- 


verted 


— 
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verted into the Images of female Heroines and She- 
Saints and Martyrs. The Heathens gave to Tutelars, 
the Protection and Guardianſhip of their Kingdoms, 
Provinces and Cities, the Chriſtiaus did ſo to Angels 
and Saints; the Heathens prayed to certain Genii for 
their Aid and Aſſiſtance, the Chriſtians did the ſame 
to Angels, and a whole Troop of Canonized Saints 
and Martyrs. And, continues your Lordſhip, in lit- 
tle more than three Centuries, (reckoning from the 
Birth of Feſus of Nazareth) the Empire became Chri- 
ſtian, which compleated the Victory (you mean the 

Victory of the Goſpel) over the Heathen Deities. You 
ſhould, my Lord, have ſaid, That when Conſtantine 
was brought into the Chriſtian Scheme, (into which 
he came as a Politician) he allowed all the Chriſtians 
free Toleration to teach and believe the then ſpiritual 
Doctrines the Fathers had invented; and that all the 
Heathen Idols, and their abominable Feſtivities, Cc. 
were not laid aſide till the Cloſe of the Sixth Century, 
and that then moſt of the Pagan Feſtivals were incor- 
porated into the Chriſtian Faith and Practice, and have 
been ever ſince ſpiritualized. It is notorious, that 
the Philoſophers and learned Men among the [ſea- 
thens, who came into Chriſtianity, for the Sake of the 
Loaves and the Fiſhes, brought with them ſtrong At- 
'tachments to their old Principles and Cuſtoms, and 
did introduce into Chriſtianity as many of the Heather: 
Notions and Opinions they poſſibly could. They were 
led to do this, in which they were joined by the holy 
Fathers and Biſhops, with a View to conform Chrift:- 
anity to Ileatheniſim; and thereby to bring in the Po- 
pulace. And we find, that Pope or Saint Gregory, in 
his Letter to Auſlin, our Engliſh Apoſtle, on the 
Converſion of this Kingdom to the Catholick Faith, 
at the Beginning of the Seventh Century, orders him 
to conform the Chriſtian Feſtivals to the Heathen, &c. 
Many of theſe Feſtivals, and almoſt all of the Pagan 

| Doctrines 
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Doctrines and Superſtitions do remain to this Day (#), 
and being chriſtianized will never be aboliſhed. This 
was likewiſe done in Relation to the Jews; moſt of 
the Fewih Doctrines and Cuſtoms, thoie which were 
the moſt palarable and lucrative, were incorporated 
into (hr;/iianity ; whereby it ſo happened that a Mul- 
titude of Fews flocked into the Chrijizan Faith. | 

Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Twelith Poſition, 
Viz. ** Hopes have at beſt but an uncertain Founda- 
tion in Natural Religion.” Vol. I. p. 186. 

If this were true, Natural Religion would be of 
little or no Uſe to Mankind; but as the Reverſe is 
the Truth, the Religion of Nature was the firſt, and 
is now the only ſure and certain Guide for Men to 
walk by. In the Religion of Nature are no intricate 


Articles of Faith, no Myſteries, no Secrets, no fu- 


ture Rewards and Puniſhments ; the Reward of Vir- 
tue is annexed to its Performance, and the Puniſhment 
of Sin follows the Commiſſion ; no Atonements for 


H Sin 5 


() We, my Lord, at this Day, have among us moſt of the old 
Heathen Saxon Superſtitions, only ſpiritualixed; for Inſtance, the 
Saxons our Anceſtors worſhipped three Gods in one Temple, vig. 
Tuiſco, Thor and Fricco, and we do now worſhip three Gods, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And in the very Manner in which hey worſhip- 
ped their three Gods, awe do worſhip our Gods. As they prayed to 
their Gods and praiſed them, which heir Prieſts did occatiunally ; 
wwe every ſeventh Day pray to and praiſe our three Gods: O C 
the Father : O God the Son: O God the Holy Ghoſt have Mercy upon 
us miſerable Sinners: Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the 
Holy Gh. [See the Liturgy) Moſt of the Expreſſions uſed in the 


: Chriſtian Liturgies were borrowed from the Heathen Liturgies, and 


ſome from the Fewwyh, as the Lord's Prayer and the Songs or P/alms 
called David's. Auſtin changed every one of the Saxon Feſtivals in- 
to Chriſtian Feaſts and Wakes; on all which Occaſions, he com- 
manded the Rich and Wealthy to ſlay Oxen and Sheep, and to 
invite thereto their Neighbours and the common People. And 
at this Time, in our public Streets, and at our Feaſts, Clubs and 
Revellings, we invoke the titular Pagan Genius of this Ifle in 
theſe Words, Song or Ditty : | 
Rule Britannia! Britannia rule the TFawes / 

Britons never vill be Slavti. 
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Sin; no Interceſſors for fallen Man. —In it every Thing 
is reaſonable, and its Hopes are rational and com- 
prehenſible. It is contained in a few Words; it wants 
not the Flouriſhes of Rhetorick to ſet it off, nor the 
Oratory of a Tully or a Demoſthenes to recommend it. 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Thirteenth Poſition, 
Viz, ** The Romans were of Opinion, that their Re- 
e ligion concerned no Body but themſelves.” Vol. I. 
. 260. | 

Your Lordſhip ſpeaks Truth. It is evident, ſay 
you, that no Law (or Religion) extends farther 
than the Lawgiver intends. * You might have 
added, that formerly every State, City, Town or 
Corporation, fixed and eſtabliſhed ſuch a Form of 
religious Worſhip, as to them ſeemed the moſt con- 
venient, and the beſt adapted to the Humours and 
Geniuſes of their ſeveral People. The Cale is much 
the ſame now; in England the Form of Religion is 
Epiſcopal, in Scotland, Preſbyterian, becauſe this Va- 
riety beſt ſuits with the various Tempers of the Inha- 
bitants of the two Nations; Germany, Denmark, Swe- 
den, Poland, Holland, Rufſia, c. and all the Catho- 
lick. Countries are Examples of this Kind. 

Having thus, my Lord, finiſhed my Remarks on 
the Fir# Volume of your Lordſhip's Diſcourſes, I 
ſhall, without the leaſt Ceremony, proceed to remark 
on your Second Volume. | 


Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Firſt Diſcourſe ; See 
Several Diſcourſes, Vol. II. p. 1, &c. E 

I ſhall begin with your Text, the primary Senſe 
whereof your Lordſhip has not at all regarded. And 
certain Men which came down from Judea, taught the 
Brethren, and ſaid, Except ye be circumciſed after the 
Manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. When therefore 
Paul and Barnabas had no ſmall Diſſention and Diſpu- 
tation with them, they determined that Paul and Barna- 

bas, 
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bas, and certain other of them, ſhould go up to Feruſa- 
lem unto the Apoſtles and Elders, about this Queſtion. 

| Theſe certain Men are ſuppoſed by all Commenta- 
tors to be Jes, and Fews in the Intereſt of Chriſtia- 
nity; who coming out of Judea taught the Brethren, 
and affirmed, that unleſs they were circumciſed, ac- 


cCording to the Commandment of Moſes, they could 


not be ſaved. To come at the true and genuine 
Meaning of the Expreſſion, Ye cannot be ſaved, we 
muſt here reeellet ifar _the Diſciples of the Meſſiah 
daily expected that he would èome again in the Fleſh, 
and reſtore the Kingdom to [/ael. Now, argued 
theſe Men, when the Meſſiah ſhall appear, no one 
will be ſaved, i. e. will not be taken into the Protec- 
tion and Safeguard of the Meſſiah, unleſs he bear in 
his Body the outward Sign of Circumciſion. This 
Doctrine, theſe Men affirmed to be taught by the 
Apoſtles and Elders at Feruſalem; — who were all cir- 

cumciſed, and fo were their Diſciples. This Senſe of 
the Text ſhews, the real Force of the Argument, why 
the Gentile Converts ought to be circumciſed, vi. that 
they might be known by this Mark in their Fleſh, be 
taken under the Protection of, and into the Kingdom 
of, the Meſſiah, and be thereby ſecured from the Bar- 
barity and Cruelty of the Romans, who were the in- 
veterate Enemies of the Meſſiah, purely becauſe his 
Diſciples taught, that when he came again he would 
rule over the whole World, and conſequently deſtroy 

the Roman Univerſal Monarchy. | 

Page 11, your Lordſhip affirms, ** that the Chri- 
tian Religion is contained in the Books of the 
_ © New Teſtament.” Very true my Lord, but then 
it is that Artificial or Spiritual Chrijtianity, which I 
have deſcribed above, P. 19, Sc. But in Order to 
evince the Method of compiling this Sort of Chri/ti- 
anity, and for the farther Satisfaction of the Reader, 
I will lay before him ſome other Reaſons wheretore 
H 2 certain 


1 
| 
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certain Parts of the New Teſtament Hiſtory were in- 
vented. The firſt I ſhall inſtance in, is the Story of 


the Reſurrection of Feſus of Nazareth. This Story 


was invented on Purpoſe, to eſtabliſh the Doctrines 
of a Holy Gho# or a Comforter; the Power of for- 
giving Sins; and to give to Peter the Headſhip of the 
Church: Read John xx, and xxi. It was cuſtomary 
in the early Ages of the Church whenever the Biſhops 
or Rulers wanted Power, to feign that that Power was 
given them by Gop. Now it having been ſaid, that 
there were three Perſons in the Godhead, it was found 
neceſſary that the Son ſhould introduce into the World, 


as the Story does, the Holy Spirit ; which Holy Spirit 


was to remain always with the Faithful, and was to 
guide the Fathers of the Church into all Truth. And 
this Contrivance anſwered very well, for the Holy 
Gho#, as I have ſhewn elſewhere, had the Power of 
appearing any where, at any Time, and to any Per- 
ſon, though, according to Hiſtorians, he uſually 2 
peared to holy Men, Prieſts, and afterwards to Monks 
and Nuns. In my humble Opinion, the Sixteenth 
Chapter of St. John was wrote by ſome of the Stick- 
lers for the Divinity of the Holy Gho#, and inſerted 
into that Goſpe! about the Conſtantine Age; T heodoret 
and his Party were able to do it, and they did many 
ſuch.Kind of Things. The Holy Scriptures were at 
this Time much eaſier interpolated, than ſince the Uſe 
of Printing. We are now obliged to be beholden to 
Expoſition and Compariſon to bring it to ſupport 
the Doctrines, we have, ſince the Erection of that Art, 
invented, whereas before the Interpolators had nothing 
more to do but to write that Goſpel over again, into 
which the Biſpops were minded to inſert the Interpola- 
tion. The Scriptures were of old (and I wiſh they 
had remained ſo) in the Hands of the Clergy only, 
and for ſome Ages only in the Cuſtody of the Biſhops. 


At firſt, when the Four Goſpels were the only Canon, 


no 


” 


1 


no Perſon had a Copy thereof beſides the Biſhops, 
each Biſhop had a Copy; from which Copy, as rom 
an Oracle, he taught his Clergy daily, and the Clergy 

| took it vivd voce from him, and then went about his 
Dioceſe preaching. And this was one of the Realons 
why the Clergy, in the primitive Limes, lived in the 
ſame Houſe with their Biſhop, eat at the ſame Table, 
and ſlept under the ſame Roof. Upon the Increeſe of 
Chriſtians, Biſhops founded Monaſterics in ver il 
Parts of their Dioceſes, being aſliſted therein by the 
pious Laity, and chey obtained Licence from the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, (who from the Time of H was 
looked on as the Head of the Church,) to have cach 
a Copy of the Scriptures, which was kept by the Ab- 
bot or Prior; and who from thence taught and in- 
ſtructed, the Monks or Friars in the Myſteries of Ar- 
tificial or Spiritual Chriſtianity ;, and this Grant brought 
in, in Proceſs of Time, what has ſince been called, 
School-Divinity. And thus, indeed, in ſome Meaſure, 
| ſtood the Nature of the Writings of the Old and New 
Teſtament, till the Riſe of Printing, and that unac- 
countable Itch of the Laity, to know what was con- 
tained in theſe ſacred Writings. Sacred indeed they 
were while in the Hands of the Clergy only, and in 
aLanguage theLaity did not underſtand. The Engliſh 
willing to ſee their Way to Heaven in their own Lan- 
guage firſt tranſlated it out of the Original ; ſince 
which Time, the Clergy have not had it in their Pow- 
er to interpolate the Sacred Books; but then whether 
this Tranſlation oi the Scriptures into Eugliſb has been 
of any real Service, is a Point not eaſily to be deter- 
mined. It is certain the Uſe ot the Scriptures in the 
Mother Tongue hath divided us into numberleſs little 
Sects (4), which at this Day, [A. D. 1755.] ſwarm 
| | in 
() Viz. Preſbyterians, Independants, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Sa- 


batarians, French Prophets, Seckers, Mechodiſts, Moravians, Erſ- 
kenites, Jacobites, &c. &c. | 
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in this Metropolis; the Conſequences of the Act of 
Toleration : Since every Man who thinks himſelf 
cloathed with the Spirit, and that he hath the Giſt of 
Preaching, may become a licenced Teacher for ſo 
ſmall a Sum as Half a-Crown. | 

A ſecond Inſtance of making Stories, to ſerve 
particular Purpoſes, and inſerting them afterwards 
into the Body of one or other of the Goſpels, is that 
famous one of the Woman taken in Adultery, which 
was made on the following Occaſion. The Court of 
T heodefius was full of Adulterers, and many were ta- 


ken in Adultery, and according to the Roman Laws 


put to Death. Pulcheria, (the beautiful Virgin, and 
Siſter to the Emperor Theodaſius,) who then ruled the 
Empire under her Brother, reflecting upon the un- 
happy State of her Sex, and how often they were 
cauſeleſsly put to Death, took Occaſion to ſearch the 
Records, and found, that in but a few Years paſt, 
Three Thouſand Women had ſuffered Death for A- 
dultery. This Lady, in Pity to her Sex, ſought Oc- 
caſion to reſcind this cruel, inhuman and barbarous 
Law, and having repreſented this grievous Caſe of 
her Sex, with all its aggravating Circumſtances, to 
her Brother Theodoſius, it was thereupon aſked, Whe- 
ther Chriſt, then alto ſtiled, The Son of God, had de- 
nounced Death againſt Adulterers? Upon Enquiry, 
one of the Fathers, by good Chance, found among 


ſome Papers, which were, on this Occaſion, ſaid to 


belong to St. Papias, the Story of the Woman taken 
in Adultery. This Story, then foiſted on theWorld 
as nigh Four Hundred Years old, was received as 
authentick, though but juſt then invented, to ſerve 
the above Purpoſe; and accordingly it was, by a 
General Council, ordered to be inſerted in the Goſpel 

of St. Fohn, and with us it, at preſent, compoſes 
the firſt Part, or Paragraph, of the Eighth Chapter 
of that Goſpel. | + 


11 

A Third is the Story of Christ's Turning Water 
into Wine at the Marriage of Cana in Galilee, In 
Rome, as now in London, in the Reign of the Em- 
peror Theodoſius, there were divers Trading Corpo- 
rations, who were, like our's, governed by Maſter, 
Wardens and Aſſiſtants. It happened on the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity, to become a 22 Que- 
ſtion, Whether Chriſtians were allowed freely to drink 
Wine? The Debate laſted for ſome Time, but the 
Vinarii [Vintners] being a cunning as well as a rich 
Body of People, applied to the Biſhops, who then had 
the Keeping of the Oracles of Gop ; and they forRea- 
ſons which may be eaſily gueſſed at, formed, in Behalf 
of the Vinarii the Story, as we have it related in the 
Second Chapter of Fobn. And thus the Uſe of Wine, 
which is now prohibited among the Mabometans, and 
was not, of old, allowed to be drank among the Chri- 


ſtians but phyſically, or as St. Paul (x) orders, a little 


for Health Sake, till the Time of Theodofius, is conti- 
nued down to this Day. This Story, alſo, if I mi- 
ſtake not, was found among the Papers of St. Papas. 
_ Grotius is my Author. | | 
A Fourth is the Story of the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt on the Apoſtles. The Chriſtian Clergy of the 
Three Firſt Centuries, a few only excepted, were 
Men of no Learning; ſo far from it, that like our 
modern Enthuſiaſts, they rejected and deſpiſed it. 
Men were not, in this Period, trained up in Aca- 
demies and Schools, to qualify them for the Mini- 
ſtry. There was no Occaſion for it; becauſe all that 
they had to do, was to tell the People, that the Meſ- 
ſiah was come in the Fleſh, was riſen again, was al- 
cended into Heaven, and would return from thence 
ſhortly to take on him, in Favour of God's Choſen 
People, the Rule of the whole World. But when this 


Body 


(x) 1 Tim. v. 23. Drink no longer Water, but ve a lutle 
Wine for thy Stomach's Sake, and thine oftea Intii ite,” 
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[56] 
Body of Temporal Chriſtianity, became Spiritual and Ar- 
tificial Chriſtianity,and it was found neceſſary to adjourn 


the preſent Expectation of the Meſſiah to that inde- 


terminate Period, The End of the World, which Scheme 
of Eccleſiaſtical Policy pleaſed Conſtantine ; the Igno- 
rance of the Chriſtian Clergy, compared with the Hea- 


then Philoſophers of that Age, many of whom on 


Conſtantine's giving in to tolerate Chriſtianity became 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Archbiſhops in the Chriſtian 
Church, it was thought neceſſary to introduce into 
Chriſtianity, the Knowledge of the Tongues. At this 


Time it happened, that there was ſome Diſpute con- 


cerning the Godſhip and Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. 


To determine this Diſpute, and to ſhew, that the Holy 


Ghoſt was God, and to ſhew the Divinity and Uſeful- 
neſs of the Knowledge of Tongues, is the Deſign of 
that famous Story in Ads ii. 1—36. which informs +. 
us, that the Apoſtles being met together on the Lord's 

Day, or firſt Day of the Week, in one Houle, the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended from Heaven, and fat upon 
their Heads in the Shape of Cloven or Slit Tongues, 
the Reader may ſee the Form of it in our Prints; and 
the Conſequence of it was, that theſe twelve illiterate 
Men, as they were before theſe Cloven Jongues ap- 
peared, had Utterance given to them by the Holy 
Ghost, who choſe, it ſeems, according to the Story, 
to appear and inſpire them in the Shape of Cloven 
Tongues, to ſpeak the following Languages, v:z. the 
Parthian, the Median, the Elamitic, the Meſopotamic, 
the Hebrew, the Cappadocian, the Pontick, the Afia- 
tick, the Phrygian, the Pamphylian, the Egyptian, the 
Cyrenian, the Cretan and Arabick. At this Time, this 
Story ſerves three Purpoſes, viz. to eſtabliſh the Di- 
vinity of the Holy Ghof, the Utility of learning a 
Variety of Languages; and laſtly, the Feaſt of Pen- 
tecoſt, or Whitſontide, which was initituted purely to 
commemorate this great and ſtupendous Miracle; 70 

| 4 


1 


he who can believe the Story to be Truth has given 


up his Reaſon and his Senſes, and is fit to be guided 
only by Enibuſiaſts and Viſionaries (y). | 
| | I | A 


60 To ſhew the Reader, that this Method of Making Stories 


and Miracles, to ſerve particular and political Purpoſes, was no 


new Invention in the 'I'imes of Conflantine and Theodefius, but was 
found out and praftiſed by the Lawgivers and Prieſts under the 
Fewiſh Diſpenſation, I ſhall from the MS. penes me, tranſcribe the 
following Particulars ; the Author delivers himſelf as anſwering 
the Queſtions of a particular Friend. | 

You ſaid, you would tell me, Why the Story of Cain and Abel 
was invented by Moſes, and inſerted as one of the firſt Tranſactions 
after the World was made? TI anſwer; It was framed to eſtabliſh 
the Uſage of Bloody Sacrifices. You may perceive by the Story or 
Tradition, who made it, and when it was made. If we can give 
any Credit to profane Authors, or even to ſacred, we ſhall jointly 
find, that the Offerings of the firſt Men were of the Fruits of the 
Earth. The Egyptians before and at the I me of Jeſeph and Fa- 
cob ſacrificed no Beaſt; for they had them, as we are told, in tuch 
Vencration, for their Utility, either on Account of their Milk, and 


other Uſes, that they even adored them. Becauſe,the Hebrews ſhould . 


not do the like, or rather to make or keep the Hebrews 1 ſephrate 
People, Mojes ordained, that they ſhould kill or ſacriſice the Beafls 
of the Field, and particularly thoſe the Egyptians worſhipped. 
Now Maſes, or perhaps ſucceeding Prieſts, to ſhew, how accepta- 
ble the Sacrifices of Beaſts were to God Almighty, invented the 
ſaid Story, and inſerted it as early in the Hiſtory of the Creation 
of the World as they poſſibly could. I ſhall not recite the Story 
here, which the Reader has in the Fourth Chapter of Geng; 
where it is told in the moſt ridiculous Manner poſſible; but if the 
Reader will in the Room of the Word LORD, which there ſtares 
him full in the Face in great Capitals, ſubſtitute the Word Prieſt, 
it will better, and more intelligibly bear reading; And the Px ESN 


had Reſpect unto Abel, and to his Offering. And this is plainly the 8 
Senſe, if we compare this Offering to the Offerings afterwards ap 


— 


pointed by Moſes; particularly that of the Ram, where Moſes put 


ting himſelf in the Place of God, ſays, It in a Burnt-Offering unte 
the Lerd, [Moſes or the Prieſt, for God cannot {mel|] 
Sawour, an Offering made by Fire unto the Lord, i. e. the Prieſt- 
For the very ſame Reaſon, wiz. to eſtabliſh the Oblation of Bloody 
Sacrifices, was the Story of Noah's Offering invented ; and to ſhew 
how grateful it was to, and how well plea'ed the Almighty was 
with the Smell of the Sacrifice, the Hiſorian has introduced God 
as bleſſing Noah, his Sons, the Earth, and of making a Covenant 
with all Men, and giving as a Sign thereof, the Rainboaw, 


Again, 
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A little farther, Page 15, your Lordſhip very la- 
conically ſays, If there be any Thing plain in any 
„ Book in the World, this is plain in Scripture, That 
& without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God: This is the 


Foundation of all Religion, the Ground upon which 
© the Revelation itſelf is built.” k 


This F of your Lordſhip's puzzled me for a whole 
Day, before I could comprehend the Meaning of it. 


At 


Again, Moſes wrote or invented his Hiſtory of the Creation, to 
eſtabliſh the following Things. Firſt, The Relig;ous Obierv:tion 
of every Seventh Day. Antiquity knew not the Obſervation of a 
Seventh Day, but it did of a Tenth. The ancient Eg yprians and 
Grecians, long before the Days of Moſes, (perhaps two 'Thouland 
Years) obſerved a tenth Day, for they thought, ſays Arctbiſhop 
Potter, that the Gods had equally a Right as much to the tenth 
Part of their Time, as to the tenth Part of the Produce of the 
Earth. But Moſes, about to give Laws and Rules to his Hebrews, 
thought it proper to aboliſh the ancient Obſervation of the tenth 
Day, and to ſubſtitute in its Room, the Ovlc:vation of tie {ſeventh 
Day. To which End, he told his People, that Cod was fix Days 
in making the World, and all Things therein cotirained. The 
molt antient Tradition concerning the Origin of the World was, 
That it had no Beginning, and was eternal; but thoſe, among the 
Ancients, who flouriſhed before Moſes, and who allow that the 
Worid had a Beginning, were of Opinion, that it aroſe out of 
ancient Choas, and was formed progreſſively, but whether it hape 
pened inſtantaneouſly, as ſome have thought, or was the Work o 
a Year, or Time, as others have taught, they could not determine. 
Moſes was the firſt who taught in what Manner the World was 
made progreſſively, ang how long it was in making ; but then it 
is plain, that he invented his Story to eſtabliſh the Obſervation of 
a Seventh Day ; read the Story, and nothing is plainer than the 
Deduction. Ihis Contrivance anſwered ; for ſince the Coming of 
Chriſtianity, though the Day has been changed, yet in all Chri/ten- 
dom, and I believe in Mabomeliſin too, a Seventh Day is obſerved. 
Seconcly, Moſes invented his Hiſtory of the Creation on Purpoſe 
to eſtabliſh a Prieſthood, in the Houſe of his Brother Aaron; who 
were weekly to declare to the Peop'e the Stories and Fictions, he, 
Moſes, thought proper politically to make and write; which won- 
derfu! Abſurdities have by that Means deſcended to us: not but the 
Moſaic Aiſtory hath, fince the Time of Me/es, been interpolated, 
as wil! be ſeen hereafter. Moſes learnt this of the Heathen Priciis, 
who were accuſtomed, in his Time, in their Groves and High 
=. Places, 


[ 59 ] 


At laſt, I thought of reading it thus: If there be 
« any Thing obſcure, dark, or ridiculous in any 
«© Book in the World, it is plain there are many 
% ſuch Things in Scripture.” I began to enumerate 
them, and having recounted them ſo far as to in- 
clude, the Story of Deborab, and of Sampſon's Hair; 
his taking three Hundred Foxes, which he tied two 
and two by the Tail, when having faſtened a Fire- 
brand in the Middle of the Cord which bound them 

SY 08 10 


Places, to ſet forth to the People aſſembled, the Wonders the He- 
roe or Co had performed, the Image repreſented ; but it was not 
ſo much as pretended, that any one of theſe Got did make the 
World, and create Man, the Beaits, and all Things. Now, ſays 
Moſes, | will tell my People, that their Gop, who has brought 
them out of Eg ypt, Sc. made the World, Sc. Thirdly, The 
Hiſtory of the Creation was invented by Moſes to give Man the 
Power and Dominion over all created Things. He concludes there- 
fore, Man was the laſt of the created, but this is mere Suppoſition. 
. And it has been, and is now, a Query, Whether Man has a natural 
Right to kill Beaſts for Food or Raiment ? This js certain; It had 
been better ſor Man if he had never eaten the Fleſh of Animals. 
'The univerſal Uſe of Butchers Meat has filled the human Species 
ſo full of Diſeaſes of various Kinds that Life is greatly ſhortened. 
If we can credit Julius Cz/ar, ¶ Tacitus, Strabo, Wc.) he ſays, the 
_ Britons in his Time, who then lived upon the Fruits of the Earth, 
_ attained generally the Age of One. hundred twenty 3 whereas now, 
how few fee Forty, or even Twenty, in Compariſon of thole who 
are boru. Fourthly, Moſes wrote his Hiſtory of the Creation aiſo 
in Order to eſtabliſh the Superiority of the Man over the Woman. 
It is for this Cauſe, he aſſerts that ſhe was taken out of Man, Ger. 
ii. 21, 22. And the Lord God cauſed a deep Sleep ta lal upon 
Adam, and he flept: and he took one of his Ribs, and clofed 
* up the Fleſh inſtead thereof. And the Rib, which the Lord 
„God hid taken from Man, made he a Woman, and brought 
„her to the Man.” Ridiculous enough! If ſuch Stuff was found 
in any other Book, fave the Bible, how we ſhould explode it] But 
I have obſerved, that ſome Men, dignifed Men, coun the moſt rj- 
diculous Accounts in the Bible, its greateſt Be uties. And laſtly, 
Moſes, not knowing how to account for the general Degeneracy 
and Depravity of Manners of his Countrymen the Hebrews, idly 
conjectured and taught, which is another Reaſon for his Writing 
his Hiltary of the Creation, that it ſprang from the Woman's 
- tempting him to eat an Apple, and which he cid eat. The whole 
Story is ſo very ridiculous that I cannot dwell any longer upon it. 


[ 60] 
ſo together, he let them looſe among the Crops of 
Standing Corn belonging to the Philiſtines, and they 
burnt them. From the Fields they went into the 
Olive Yards, and burnt them likewiſe, Judg. xv. 4. 
his ſlaying one Thouſand Men with the Jawbone of 
an Aſs, ver. 16. Gop's cleaving an hollow Place in 
the ſaid Jawbone, after it had done the above Exe- 
cution, and there coming out thereat, a ſufficient 
Quantity of Water, to ſlack the Thirſt of the Con- 
queror, enough to revive and cheer his Spirits,ver.19. 
and how that the Pbiliſtines having put out Samſon's 
Eyes, and caſt him into Priſon, he was, on a Feſtival 
Day, brought forth to make Sport before the Phi/i- 
ftines and their Rulers, in Revenge for the Loſs of 
his Sight, he took it in his Head to pull down a 
Houſe or Gate, which it ſeems ſtood on two Poſts, 
or Pillars, and by the Fall of the ſaid Houſe flew 
himſelf and three Thouſand Men, Judg. xvi. 27. 
And how that Eliſba made Iron to ſwim, 2 Kings vi. 
6. 1 Chron. xx. 3: I was fo tired, that ] left off, cry- 
ing out, That theſe Stories were more ridiculous than 
Mother G—ſe's Tales! | 5 
Your Lordſhip affirms, That without Holineſs no 
Man fhall ſee 60, which Expreſſion is borrowed from 


St. Paul to the Hebrews, Chap. xii. 14. Foflow Peace 


with all Men, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. The Meaning of the Term Holineſs is 
only this, in this Place, to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith 
and Hope of Chriſt's Second Coming, which the Be- 
lievers then daily expected, without which no Man 
will ſee the Lord, i. e. If ye do not remain ſtedfaſt, 
when Cbriſt cometh you will not be admitted into his 
Kingdom, which is here meant by the Term, No 
Man ſhall ſee, &c. Your Lordſhip will chop = me 
the Context, as determining the Words to a ſpiritual 
| Senſe, but then I retort, that the following Verſes, 
as many other in this Epiſtle, are the „ 
| | 0 


[ 61 } 
of Clemens Alexandrinus, or Chryſoftom ; one of whom, 
I ſcruple not to ſay, forged the whole Epiſtle, and cal- 
led it St. Paul's, as Papias ſerved John the Divine, in 
relation to the Apocalyp/e. | | 

Before I diſmiſs this Diſcourſe, I muſt take Notice 
of another Laconiſm of your Lordſhip's. It is in 
Page 17, There are many Doubts about the Sa- 
% craments of the Goſpel, and how and what Grace 
<« they confer; but diſpute as you will, this one 
« Point is clear, He that believes and is baptized, the 
„ ſame ſhall be ſaved.” 

I wiſh your Lordſhip had been ſo kind as to have 
inſtanced in one of the Graces any one of the Sacra- 
ments of the Goſpel convey; for though I have heard 
many talked of being conveyed by this or that Sacra- 
ment, yet 1 never found the Effects either in myſelf 
or others, It is true, our Church acknowledgeth bat 
two Sacraments, viz. Baptiſm, and the Lord's Su 
per; and I believe there are no more; and if they 
were not Sacraments, I know not what Harm would 
accrue to Society in general, though it might make 
ſome Difference to the Prieſthood. As for Bapti/m, 
which I have been told, I received when I was young, 
and underſtood nothing, being, as I have heard ſay, 
but one Day old, I do not know one Grace I have re- 
ceived thereby, except being cleanſed from the Pollu- 
tion of the Sin of Adam and Eve. As to the Lord's 
Supper, I remember well, that I was confirmed by 
one of your Lordſhip's Predeceſſors, in the Choir of 
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, when I was about 
ſixteen Years of Age, when the Miniſter of my Pa- 
riſh, preaching on that holy Ordinance, exhorted all 
the Youth, to come on the next Sunday to the Parti- 
cipation of the Body and Blood of 7eſus Chriſt; he 
ſhewed, how his Blood was ſpilt to waſh away our 
Sins, and that he offered up himſelf a Sacrifice tor 
the Sins of us, and all Men. Accordingly, my Lord, 

| I 
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I became a Communicant, and ſo I continued for 


many Years. Indeed, now I cannot ſay I receive it 


on a religious Account; but being by my Neigh- 


bours elected yearly to be a Sort of a Sztreet-King, (as 


they are termed in Bantam; I am obliged by the Law 


to quality myſelf to execute that Poſt by ſolemnly re- 


. ceiving the Sacrament, in the Preſence of two credi- 


ble Witneſſes. I know not one Grace either of theſe 
Sacraments convey ; and I heartily wiſh your Lord- 
ſhip; or one of your Chaplains, would advertiſe One 


in the Daily Advertiſer of the Firſt of the next Month, 
it will coſt but Five Sbillings, if inſerted in the Firſt 


Page. | 
Your Lordſhip dogmatizes with a Witneſs “ But 
% diſpute as you will, this Point is clear, He that be- 


« lieves and is baptized ſhall be ſaved.” Every Cock 


will crow on his own Dunghill. And it is certainly 
an honeſt Servant who ſtands up for and takes the 


Part of his Maſter. You muſt know the Biſhop takes 
. theſe Words to be ſpoken by his Maſter Chriſt. They 


are in Mark xvi.-and are Part of that Story, the Con- 


ſtantine Fathers and others invented concerning the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt, and his appearing thereon to 
his Diſciples. But fie, my Lord ! ſure you cannot 
credit ſuch Old Womens Fables! No Man ever did 
riſe again, and aſcend into Heaven ; Iron never did 
ſwim, nor did Chri# ever walk upon the Sea. 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Second Diſcourſe, 
Val. IL p. 23. | | 5 
Page 28. It [the Chriſtian Revelation] has 
* brought down from Heaven the Pardon of God 


to all the Sins of Men, which [Revelation] was 


e ſealed with the Blood of its great Author, the ever- 
“ bleſſed Son of God.” My Lord, the Blood of 
Cbriſt, nor the Pardon of Gop cannot forgive two 
Sins, viz. Murther and Sodomy; and I may add, 
neither will it forgive High- Treaſon. 


Now 


3 631 
Now this Story of Chri#'s Satisfaction for Sin by 
the pouring out of his Blood on the Croſs, was the 
Invention of the Conſtantine Fathers to conform the 
the Death of Chriſt to the Sacrifice of the Paſchal _ | 
Lamb. Now if the Allegory conveys any Thing it 
conveys this, that as the Blood of the Paſchal Lamb | 
was ſuppoſed to attone for, or waſh away, the Sins of 
the Children of 7/rae!, ſo the Blood of Chriſt poured 
out on the Croſs is ſuppoſed to waſh away the Sins 
of the World, But both theſe Hypotheſes ſubſiſted 
no-where but in the N—d—s of Churchmen. But 
here is the Miſtake, which I take to be wilful, you 
ſay, the Blood of Chriſt was ſhed to waſh away the 
Sins of all Men, the Truth is, as the Goſpel teſtifies, 
Feſus of Nazareth died as an Enemy and Traitor to 
the Romans. He was crucified, becauſe he aſſerted, 
that he was the Meſſiah, the King of the Fews. In- 
deed, after Time ſpiritualized this Tranſaction, and 
becauſe it was commonly before ſaid, that Fe/us of 
Nazareth died for Rebellion, the Conſtantine Fathers 
formed the above ſpiritual Story, which many, as 
well as your Lordſhip, has greedily ſwallowed ; bur 
then it has been without the leaft Regard to Truth, 
or to a due Conſideration of the Circumſtances of 
Cbriſt and his Diſciples. "CE 
Page 31. The Condition of Man before the 
„Coming of Chriſt was ſuch, that he could not, 
„ by the Help of Reaſon and Nature, fo apply him- 
<« ſelf to God, as to be ſecure of his Pardon and 
Mercy; but there was a Neceſſity of providing 
& other Means beſides thoſe of Reaſon and Nature, 
«© which no one could provide but God alone. God 
< has provided us with the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
<< Spirit, and appointed his own Son for our Re- 
deemer and Mediator.“ All this Stuff your Lord- 
ſhip builds upon the Authority of St. Paul. It is a 
natural Deduction from your Text, and trom ſeveral 
| other 


* 
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other Paſſages of that inſpired Writer. Now as your 
Lordſhip has thought fit to build your Faith on St. 
Paul, let us here examine, whether it be reaſonable 
to believe St. Paul? For it St. Paul, upon a fair 
Trial, ſhall be found to be an Enthuſiaſt, aViſionary, 

a Deceiver, and the like, no ſenſible Man ought to 
credit him, or rely on any Thing he has ſaid ; tho? 
here it muſt be noted, that every Thing ſaid to be 
wrote by St. Paul were not wrote by him ; and his 
Writings, it is to be feared, like others of the early 
Ages, ſuffered many Alterations and Interpolations. 
Now if St. Paul be found to be an Enthuſiaſt and 
a Viſionary, he will deſerve no Credit. Your Lord- 
ſhip will allow, I ſuppoſe, St. Paul told the Story [to 
St. Luke] of Chris Appearance to him in the Road 
to Damaſcus (z). He muſt be allowed to be the Au- 
thor of it, from the ſeveral Circumſtances of it! I 
have not, at preſent, either Time or Room to exa- 
mine the ridiculous Parts of this Story, but I pro- 
miſe your Lordſhip when I have both, I will do it; 
I ſhall only obſerve, that the Story ſhews the great 
Genius of the Apoſtle in impoſing on Mankind. It 
was framed to commemorate his Converſion, to give 
him a Divine Commiſſion, which otherwiſe he muſt 
have wanted, and to render him capable of being a 
Revealer of the Mind of Gop to the Gentiles, Of 
the ſame Sort is that enthuſiaſtick Story of his being 
caught up into the third Heaven (a), and hearing 
Things unutterable. Any rational Man, who gives 
himſelf the Trouble to read and conſider this Viſion, 
muſt bluſh for our modeſt Apoſtle | | 
Backed by St. Paul your Lordſhip roundly aſſerts, 
that Gop has provided us with the Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy 


2) Acts ix. 1— 22. (a) 2 Cor. xii. 2, 3, 4. © I knew a 
« Man in Chriſt, about fourteen Years ago caught up to the third 
„Heaven. And I knew ſuch a Man how that ne was caught up 
« into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable Words.“ 
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Holy Spirit, and that he hath appointed his Son, (that 
is, your Lordſhip means) Jeſus of Nazareth for our 
Redeemer and Mediator. Theſe are imaginary Offices, 
I mean the Offices of Redeemer and Mediator, as now 
applied to Feſus of Nazareth, and invented ſubſequent 
to the Period of ſpiritualizing Chriſtianity. At firſt 
the Term Redeemer was no otherwiſe uſed than ſyno- 
nimous with the Word Saviour. The Meſſiah was 
expected to redeem the Choſen People of 1/ae! from 
the temporal Bondage of the Romans, but ſince the 
CHuRcH has thought fit to change this temporal Re- 
demption and Salvation, into a ſpiritual Redemption 
and Salvation, of redeeming and ſaving us from the 
Guilt of our Sins. Theſe Offices are applied to Feſus 
Chriſt as purchaſing our Redemption, or Freedom, 
from the Bondage and Wrath of Gop due unto our 
Sins, by his Dying on the Croſs. And the Term 
Mediator is given Chriſt on the Invention of that idle 
Conceit, that Feſus of Nazareth now ſitteth at the 
Right Hand of Gop the Father, cloathed with the 
human Nature, where he continually interceeds for 
us, and mediates between Gop and Man. But, O 
ridiculum ridiculiſſimum ! 

I ſhall ſay no more, being tired with ſuch Stuff and 
Nonſenſe, but proceed to remark on your Lordſhip's 
Third Diſcourſe, Vol. II. p. 43. 

You ſay, p. 48. © At the firſt Preaching of the 
„ Goſpel, all the worldly- minded Men, and gene- 
„rally all the great Men, were profeſſed Enemies to 
* our Saviour. No ſooner did he appear to preach 
<< a new Doctrine, but they oppoſed him: Not that 
they had any Time or Opportunity to examine his 
Pretenſions; but this Preſumption, that his Doc- 
© trine would thwart their Intereſt, and leſſen their 
% Power among the People, prevailed with them to 
endeavour to ſtifle and ſuppreſs this new Doctrine 
before it ſpread to their Prejudice; in which chey 
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„ were evidently guided, not by Senſe or Reaſon, but 
by a perverſe Will and evil Diſpoſition,” And 
pray who would not have been the Enemies (none 
but 7ews) of a Doctrine that tended to overturn the 

Roman State. For the fundamental Doctrine of Na- 
tural Chriſtianity, as I have fully ſhewn, was the Ex- 
pectation of a Meſſiah that would reſtore the Kingdom 
to 1/rael, and ſet up, in Favour of the Fews, an uni- 


{ verſal Monarchy. Hence it was, that this Attempt 


in Feſus of Nazareth drew on him the Enmity of all. 
the great Men, by which I underſtand the Roman Ru- 
lers and Viceroys, and which, as in all Caſes of Sedi- 
tion, brought on Feſus Crucifixion, and on his Diſci- 
ples Perſecution and Death. Put the Caſe, my Lord, 
Suppoſe at next Eaſter, there ſhould appear at your 
Cathedral of St. Paul, a Man, riding on an Aſs, at- 
tended by eleven Men, , ſome Women, and a vaſt 
Mob, and he ſhould poſſeſs the Church, and ſay, 
that that was the Seat of his F ather, (meaning David 
or ſome other) and that he was come to ſeat himſelf 
on the Throne, (meaning of England) let me aſk 
you, Would not your Lordſhip, the Dean and the 
Canons be the firſt who would drive him thence, lay 
Hands on him, and procure him to be ſentenced to 
the triple Tree? The Caſe is parallel, the Great 
Men (whom your Lordſhip artfully ſtiles, zhe wworld- 
ly-minded Men) then, as they are now, were in the 
Places of Honour and Profit, and they never are 
(few Laſtances excepted) for changing the Conſtitu- 
tion of their Country, in Favour of a reſtleſs Party, 
a Banditti of Malecontents. The Reader may eaſily 
ſee, how ſpiritual or artificial and imaginary Chriſtia- 
nity has quite blinded you, otherwiſe you would never 
have publiſhed ſuch Traſb and Nonſenſe ! 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Fifth Diſcourſe, Vol. 
I. p. 87. Your Text is, Then ſaid one unto him, Lord, 
are * few that be ſaved Aud be ſaid unto them, 


 &8triwve 


11 
Strive to enter in at the trait Gate: fer many, I ſay 
unt you, will ſeek to enter in, and ſpall not be able, 
Luke xiii. 23, 24. 

Theſe Words your Lordſhip has deſignediy inter- 
preted in a Senſe, which was found our about the 
Conſtantine Age, and which through divers Res ne— 
ments by the Schoolmen and others has come down 
to the preſent Time. The Senſe, Jeſus uſed them in, 
and in which the People underſtood them, was p un 
and ealy. Hammond. Whitby and Burłit u. Ut 
| Chriſt here alludes to a Cuſtom «:nong the Jets, at 
their Marriage Feaſts and Suppers, Who abr 
their Gueſts by Means of a ſtrait Gate, and that after 
all were entered the itrait or narrow Gate was ſh: 

I will not contend the Point. However, this 1 al 
deſtroy the primary and genuine Senſe of the V 
which I ſhall now lay before the Reader. FJeſas, i: 
ſeems, had ſome Time before this Event told the Peco 
ple, that he was the Meſſiah, and that he was come 
to deliver his Brethren, the Seed of Abreahain, rom 
Bondage; and moreover, he affirmed, that he hin- 
ſelf ſhould fit on the Throne of his Father Dab. 
and that the Law ſhould go forth from Su, or Je- 
ruſalem; and that as many as received this Doctrine, 
and adhered to him as the Meſſiah, ſo many iho:.14 
enjoy his Protection, and ſhould be ſaved from the 
Roman Rage and Cruelty. Upon this Declarauo:, 
which was made ſome Time before eus drew nigh 
Jeruſalem, a certain Perſon among the People, who, 
it is likely was deputed, or deſired, to put the Cue: 
ſtion, ſaid to Jeſus, Are there few that be ſaved? i. e. 
How many Lord will be ſaved, or preſerved from ti 
approaching Ruin ; for if we receive you for ov: 
King, will not the Romans come and deſtroy us, aa 
we pray thee, Maſter, tell us, Will many of us! 
ſaved from their Deſtruction ? Jeſus did not aniwer 
directly, but circumlocutorily thus: I am your Mel: 


K 2 ſiah, 


Vol. II. p. 131. 


cannot bear the Fatigue of tranſcribing it. I ſhall, 
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ſiah; and I am the King of the Jews; and at the 
approaching Feſtival I will go up to Jeruſalem, and 
there before all the Nation of the Jews then aflem- 
bled will I take' on me the Rule and Government of 
the Children of Jrael; then, on that Day, let all 
thoſe who are, on my Side, paſs in at the ſtrait, or 
narrow, Gate of the Temple ; for all ſuch who en- 
ter thereat I will take under my Protection, and 
they ſhall be ſafe, or ſaved. Then I declare unto 
you, the Crowd, thoſe who ſhall thruſt and throng 
to enter, ſhall be ſo great, that many who ſhall then 
ſeek to enter, ſhall not be able, and conſequently 


will not be ſaved. 


Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Seventh Diſcourſe, 
In this Diſcourſe your Lordſhip hath choſen for 
your Text, Luke iv. 1, 2. And Jeſus being full of 
the Holy Ghoſt, returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the Wilderneſs, being forty Days tempted 


e the Devil, Idle enough! even though we regard 


the Reaſon that induced the ancient Fathers and Bi- 
ſhops of the Church to make this Story. Pope Eva- 
riſtus the Firſt made the Story, and he did it, in or- 
- to eſtabliſh the Holy Seaſon of Lenz. It ſeems, 

fore this Period, there was a Story current among 
the Diſciples of Fe/us, that he (Jeſus) on the Appre- 
henſion of John, paſſed through Jordan, driven by 
the Spirit of Fear, and ſo eſcaped out of Judea into 
the Wilderneſs, and there he remained a certain Time, 
but how long is not particularly known. Pope Eva- 
riſtus was the firſt Who fixed the Time of Jeſus's 
Peregrination in the Wilderneſs to Forty Days, and 
made the Story, of which your Lordſhip's Text is a 
Part. And here J deſire the Reader to turn to the 
Paſſage in the Fourth Chapter of St. Lake, and read 
it, for I proteſt it is ſo idle and ridieulous, that I 


at 
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at preſent, remark no farther on this Story, only 
obſerving, that it was made to cover the Cow- 
ardice and Temerity of Feſus of Nazareth, on his 
running away frow John at the Time he was appre- 
hended by the Herodians. He Jeſus ran through the 
River Jordan, then fordable at Bethabara, and by 
that Means got out of the Tetrarchy of Herod, and 
conſequently out of his Power and Juriſdiction. 

Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Tenth Diſcourſe, 
Vol. I. p. 209, Cc. 1 
The grand and primary Aſſertion of this Diſcourſe 
is to prove, That the Blood of Chriſt was ſhed for 
the Sins of the whole World. And the Subject 
which your Lordſhip has inferred from thence, is, 
The Great Duty of Repentance. | 5 
With your Lordſhip's Leave, we will here en- 
quire, How at firſt the Doctrine of Repentance a- 
roſe? Ir is ſaid, that John the Baptiſt came preach- 
ing Repentance, Repent, ſaid he, far the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at Hand (5). To explain this Phraſe, ac- 
_ cording to its true and original Signification, we muſt 
have a particular Regard to that general Expectation, 
which the Jews then had of a temporal Deliverer. 
Therefore, this is the natural Explanation of the 
Words: Return; change your Minds; come off 
* from your Obedience to the Roman Power; af- 
„ ſemble yourſelves together; put yourſelves in 


Battle Array, and aſſert your ancient Liberty: 


«© For behold! even now, the Meſſiah, the long 
< expected Reſtorer and Redeemer of the Children 
of 1fracl, is at Hand! This was the Repentance 
John preached, and this was the Repentance the 
People underſtood, and which they came into. But 
ſince Jobn's Time, and ſince Cbriſt's Time too, the 
Notion of Repentance has been ſpiritualized, and it 
has been made by the Conſtantine Fathers, the Schools 


(5) Matth. ii. 2. * 
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|; wen, and others, to ſignify Repentance, Sorrow, or 
Contrition for Sins. And, my Lord, that all Men 
| 


might be made Sinners, Chyrchmen have endeavoured 
to perſuade us, that every Perſon has ſinned, with- 
out his own Conſent, or his being in the leaſt privy 
| thereto (c). Thus we are told by our Church (4), 
chat by the Fall of Aim we are all become Sinners; 
ſuch a natural Pollution is conveyed to us their Po- 
ſterity thereby, that all Men did, from the Creation 
of the World, to the Coming of Chriſt, lie under the 
| | Wrath of an offended Gop, and ſentenced to ever- 
=. laſting Perdition; but that through the Blood of 
{ Chriſt ſhed upon the Croſs, and through the Merits 
of his Paſſion, we may, by laying Claim thereto, 
have Remiſſion of our Sins; O abſurdum abſurdiſſi- 
mum! — Sin has no other Way of Derivation, but 
by Imitation, Habit and Cuſtom; and the Sins or 
HFlabits of a Father can no other Way deſcend to or 
= act the Son, or Offipring, than that he is often the 
VV wwmwman 
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ga *Whoever views Mankind in their preſent State, into which 
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ene by no voluntary Act of their own, but placed in it 
who is their Maker, and will be their Judge; ſubject 
norance and Superſtition by a Kind of Neceſſity of Birth 
„ and Education; ſurrounded with many natural Infirmities and 
« Paſſions, ariſing from no Crime of which they are conſcious. — 
„ God would not have ſuffered the World to have been filled with 
% weak miſerable Creatures, had he not intended them for Objects 
of his Mercy.—— The Religion and Morality which Nature 
« teaches, is ſuch as Nature in the preſent weak Condition can- 
« not perform,-And we are fallen from the State in which God 

« firſt placed us.” Now concludes your Lordſhip, the Almighty 
panes Men to come into this Condition that they might be 
jects of his Mercy, and for the clear Manifeſtation of his Good- 

neſs, and that every one ſhould ſtand in Need of his Pity and Com- 
paſhon, and call upon him for Aſſiſtance, Mercy and Pardon. [ Bi- 
hep of London's Moſaic Account of the Fall, p. 30, 3r, 32, 34, 35-] 

I hope your Lordſhip will excuſe me, I cannot help terming this 
* Old Woman's Divinity. # 
3 4) See the Articles of Religion, particularly that, Of Original 

in. | 7 4 
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Means of entailing on his Poſterity, a diſeaſed Body; 
and a rotten Conſtitution. Every Man ſuffers for his 
own Sin; for every Vice has annexed to it its Incon- 
venience or Puniſhment ; and every Virtue has alſo 
its Reward annexed to it, all in this Life. | 
Remarks on Your Lordſhip" s Tenth Dan 
Vol. II. p. 274. | 
Some Evils there are, fays your Lordſhip, which 
ce are natural, which are born with us, and fro 
« which no Circumſtances or Condition of Life can 
c eyer deliver us; ſuch is the Fear of Death.” 
I once thought ſo too; and, perhaps, might hay 
continued ſo to do, if I had not happened, to hay 
viſited the Empire of the Mogul, when I was 5 


Thirty Years of Age; in which Empir ith 
many whole Nations, among whom! Cath nat per- 


ceive any ſuch Idea, as the Fear of Death. Theſe 
People, though they are what we call Heathens, In- 
dels, &c. believe, that there is a Being who was 
the Author of all Things; and who is, as they ſay, 
the common Father, Friend ang Benefactor of Man- 
kind; but they Nr heard of an eternal Lucifer, f 
Fire and Brimſtone, Hell, eternal Puniſhments, and © | 
Devils that ſhall plague and torment them in a fu- - | 
3 ture and eternal State. They think, with the Wiſe 
Man (e), that that which befalleth the Sons of Men, 
befalleth the Beaſts ; even one Thing befalleth them, as 
the one dieth, ſo dieth the other ; yea, they have all one 
Breath; ſo that a Man hath no Pre-eminence above a 
Beaſt. All go unto one Place; all are of the Duſt, and 
all turn to Duſt again; wherefore there is nothing bet- 
ter than that a Man ſhould rejoice in his own Works , 
for that is his Portion. 
It is the frightful ſcarecrow and terrible Notions 
we are bred up with concerning our Immortality and 
future State, that makes us atraid of Death. Who 
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can ſay, we are afraid of being born? and, Why 
ſhould we be afraid of dying ? For theſe Reaſons, 
my Lord, I cannot hold with you; that the Fear of 
Death is natural; but 1 do allow, that it is artifici- 
al. To teach and inculcate which; is the Duty, or 
Buſineſs, of the Chriftian Prieſthood of every Deno- 
mination. | | 

Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Fourteenth Diſcourſe, 
Vol. II. p. 324. 55 

The Sun knows its Courſe, and has always trod 
t the Path marked out by the Creator; the Sea keeps 
« its old Channel, and, in its utmoſt Fury, remem- 
“ bers the firſt Law of its Maker, Hitherto ſpalt thou 


0, and no farther : But Freedom and Reaſon (in 
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Man) ſubject to no ſuch Reſtraint, have produced 
<« infinite Variety in the rational World.“ 

This Variety is occaſioned divers Ways, but in no 
Way, 1s it ſo evident as in the Invention of Revela- 
tion and Theology. When Men firſt began to teach 
(or to fancy) Gop to ſpeak to them, either orally, 
intuitively, or by Inſpiration, what Variety of new 
Doctrines and Cuſtoms did it introduce! The Law 
of Moſes, and the Invention of Bloody Sacrifices, and 
the whole Jewiſh Ritual are Evidences of this. And 
I think, the Conſtantine Spiritual and Artificial Chri- 
ſtian Religion, now taught in all Parts of Chriftendom, 
is ſo too. Mabometiſm, alſo, is a ſtrong Evidence of 
this Variety. | 

Hitherto fhalt thou go, and no farther, are the Words 
which the Lord ſpake to Fob out of the Whirlwind. 
Mighty elegant! Prieſts can make Whirlwinds fpeak! 
This Expreſſion is borrowed by the Author, or rather 
Compiler of the Book of Job, from Gen. i. 9. where 
it is ſaid, Let the Waters under the Heaven be gathered 
together unto one Place, and let the dry Land appear. 
How this Story of the Making of the Sea, and the 
Reaſons for it, came to be invented, and ö as 

art 


1 | 
Part of the third Day's Creation, we ſhall ſee by con- 
' ſulting the Author of the before-mentioned Manu» 
ſcript. a 
It happened, ſays he, on Jeſbud's leading the Chil- 
dren of Vrael through Jordan into the Promiſed Land. 
All the Hoſt of Jrael having forded Jordan, and en- 
camped in the Plain between the River and the City 
of Jericho, Foſhua ſent to the Inhabitants, and deſi- 
red them to deliver up their Cities, Houles, Lands, 
and Poſſeſſions, alledging, that they belonged to the 
Iſraelites, as being the Deſcendants of Abrabam who 
was their Father. In Anſwer to this Claim of Right 
the Canaanites replied, that they knew nothing of their 
Father Abrabam, nor of his or their Right to their 
Country ; affirming, that they had inhabited the 
Country for above Four Hundred Years; that they 
had imbanked the Sea, (now the Mediterranean) made 
the Æſtuaries thereof, by Imbanking, into Rivers, 
drained the Lands, cultivated the ſame, and rendered 
the whole, fine arable and paſture Ground, Tc. Sc. 
The Hebrew Hoſt were ſtruck with the honeſt (and as 
they then thought zu) Arguments of the Canaanites. 
And now all had been loit, and the People had re- 
turned into Egypt, if Jaſbua and Eleazar the High 
Prieſt had not had Recourſe to the following Strata- 
gem. Which was, that the People ſhould, on a Set- 
Day, come before the High Prie!t, and beg of him 
to enquire of the LoD, concerning what the Cana- 
anites had aſſerted. Accordingly the People came, 
and Eleazar carried in the Queſtion before the Logo, 
which Queſtion was, Whether the Imbanking of the 
Sea and Rivers were the Works and Atchievements 
of the Canaauites, or not? Eleazar, after ſome Time, 
and after he had inſerted the Anſwer into the Meſair 
Writings, brought for Anſwer, the Words of our 
preſent ninth and tenth Verſes of the firſt Chapter of 
Geneſis, And Cod ſaid, Let _ Waters under the Hea- 
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vens be gathered together unto one Place, and let the dry 
Land appear; and it was ſo. And God called the dry 
Land Earth, and the Gathering together of the Waters 
called be Seas. Eleazar from hence told the People, 
that it was plain, Gop, who was their Gop only, 

did, on the third Day of the Creation, imbank the 
Son and Rivers, and that therefore the Lands were 
the Property of the Hebrews, as the Deſcendants of 
Abraham their Father. This fatisfied the ignorant 
Iſraclites; and then it followed, that they drove out, 
and deſtroyed the Canaanites, as deſcribed i in the Book 
of Foſhua. 

On this Diſcourſe I ſhall only farther obſerve, that 
your Lordihip ſeems, p. 336, to look on the Cuſtom 
of carrying Ambulatory Portable Fires before Camps 
and great Bodies of Men travelling over Deſarts, in 
the Caſe of the Hebrews to be miraculous, that is, 
that the Glory of the LORD did appear in two Pil- 
lars, the one a Cloud of Light, and the other of 
Darkneſs, to direct the Hebrews through the Wilder- 
neſs. It was, my Lord, the Cuſtom of the Eaſterns, 
but more eſpecially of the Hebrews, and particularly 
of their Scribes, to relate the molt trifling Circum- 
ſtances in an amazing and ſupernatural Manner, to . 
make the moſt common Things, by a fallacious Re- 
preſentation, the molt important. It was their Way 
of Puſjing, as it is now termed. 

Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Sixteenth Diſcourſe, 
Vol. II. p. 369. 

The Fall of St. Peter is the Clrounſlance your 
Lordſhip has given us this Diſcourſe upon, as a 
Matter of human Frailty, when in Reality Peter's 
Denial of Jeſus of Nazareth to Pontius Pilate's Do- 
meſticks was only a Matter of Prudence. Feſus was 
accuſed of High Treaſon againſt the Roman Empe- 
ror, in making himſelf a King. Now had Peter ſaid, 
he was a Party with, * a Diſciple of the Accuſed, 

he 


751 


he would have been taken into Cuſtody, ſentenced to 


Death, and it is likely would have ſpoiled that beau- 
tiful Condition, in which Jes was cruciſicd, vig. 


between two Thieves (7). But what is moſt remar- 


kable in this Conſtantine Story (for it was made in the 


Beginning of the Fourth Century) of the Fall of St. 
Peter, is the unpardonable Ingratitude of our Apoſtle, 
for Jeſus had miracuiouſly cured Peter's Vite's Mo- 
ther of a molt contagious peſtilential Fever, and ſa- 
ved Peter's Life, when he without Faith attempted 
to leave his Fiſher- boat, and meet Jeſus walking up- 
on the Sea (g). The whole Hiſtory of Peter, from 
Beginning to End, is a confuſed Narrative, which hath 
neither Head nor Tail, invented by ſeveral Perſons, 
and at various Times. This Part was made by one 
{perhaps by Pope $Sy/veſter) to give St. Peter, and in 
him the Clergy ſuch a Power; and when the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Body wanted another Power, which before 
they had not thought of, then another Story was in- 
vented to convey to Peter, the Power the Hope and 
his Brethren wanted, and then inſerted in one of the 
Goſpels, that whatever Power the Apoſtles had might 
deſcend to their Succeſſors, as it does to every Cler- 
gyman down to this Day. Peter, however, to do him 


Juſtice, was the only one of the Dilciples who fol- 


lowed Jeſus to his Trial, all the reſt very prudently 
fled. Even the beloved Diſciple, who lay bur uit 
before in his Maſter's Boſom ran away, and Jes 
Mother and Mary Magdalen, and all the Women 
who tagged along with him through Jadeg, Deca- 
polis, Fordan, and the Regions round about, for the 
Space of twelve Months, deſerted him. 
Story of the Crucifixion introduces the Holy Virgin, 
Mary Magdalen, and the beloved Diſciple ſtanding 
* 2 | atar 

Mark xv. 27. © And with kim [Cr] they crucify two 


Thieves; the one on his right Hauo, and the other on lis 
« left,” (8) John xxi. 7. 


Indeed, the 
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afar off; (but not ſo far off but they could hear the 
Voice of Jeſus) to ſee the laſt of Feſus as they then 
thought. But all theſe Stories are filled with ſo ma- 
ny Abſurdities, and idle and ridiculous Circumſtan- 
ces, that till I am in the Poſſeſſion of a good fat Li- 
ving, (which I wiſh I was, for I want it) I cannot 
fay, I believe one of them. It is, my Lord, the 
Temporalities, the Deodands, the Benefices, the Plu- 
ralities, the Commendams, Fc. which find Votaries 
to ſupport Spiritual or Artificial Chriſtianity. It is now 
a Living, an Art, a Trade, a Calling, to which Pa- 
rents train up and deſtine their Children, vig. they 

ſend them to the Univer/ity, at great Expence, to ren- 
der them capable of teaching Artificial Chriſtianity, 
that Artificial Chriftianity, which I have before deſcri- 
bed to be made by the Fathers of the Church under 
the Emperor Conſtantine, and his Succeſſors. The 
Chriſtian Clergy of the preſent Age, by Oaths and 
Subſcriptions are as much impoſed upon themſelves, 
as the Laity are impoſed upon by them. The only 

Difference is, the Clergy are well paid for ſuch Im- 
poſition, and the Laity bear the Burthen. And to 
carry the Farce on, it is very likely, by ſuch like 
Stories as this of the Fall of St. Peter, &c. we the 
Laity may be punned upon for many Ages yet to 
come. | 7 . | 
| Remarks on Your Lordſhip's Eighteenth Diſ- 
courſe, Vol. II. p. 405, SW. 

The Deſign of this Sermon is to eſtabliſh the Doc- 
trine of a future Judgment. Your Lordſhip ſays, 
That Reaſon tells us, that Sin will be puniſhed, that 
the very Being of a God declares that he will puniſh 
Sin; and that in Order to fix the eternal Rewards of 
the Righteous and the Wicked, there will be at the 

End of the World, a general Judgment. In Order 
to ſee, whether this is Truth or not, let us enquire, 
How and for what End, the Doctrine of a general 
1 Judgment 


22 1 
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28 was invented and eſtabliſned. The firſt 
ſcription of a general Judgment ever revealed un- 
to us, is, that contained in the twenty-fourth and 
twenty-fifth Chapters of St. Matthew. Pleaſe to 
read the Deſcription. 


ment, and related to that Judgment, which the Mei- 
fiah would make at the Time when he took on him 


the Rule of the whole World, and when he ſhould - 
fit on his Judgment-Seat, to determine to whom he 


ſhould grant Rewards for their Attachment to his In- 
tereſt, or what Puniſhments he ſhould inflict on thoſe 
who ſhould have been found his Enemies, and Re- 
bels to his Crown and Dignity. It was in this King- 
dom, Chrift promiſed to place the twelve Apoſtles 
(and which they expected) on Thrones to judge the 
twelve Tribes of 1/rael. | 

The Jews, nor the Heathens, nor the Chriſtians, 
before the Conſtantine Age, ever thought, that Men 
ſhould be raiſed to Lite again after Death, and, 
cloathed with their Bodies, be brought to Judgment 
at the End of the World. When the Conſtantine Fa- 
thers had invented one Doctrine, they were often ob- 
liged to invent half a Dozen more to ſupport that 
which they had firſt invented; and then alſo they 
were afterwards obliged to invent an infinite Num- 
ber more, to ſupport the Six they had invented to 
ſupport the Former ; and then 'when all failed, they 
(the Fathers andBiſhops of the Church) were obliged 
to have Recourſe to Anathema, Cenſures, Curſes and 


the Secular Arm to enforce the Belief of them. Thus 


when they had preached, that the Body would riſe at 
the laſt Day, they thought proper to make it accoun- 
table for the Actions it did in Life. To reward thoſe 
that had done Good, they invented for them Heaven, 
a Place where they ſhould live eternally, and enjoy 
Pleaſures inconceivable. To puniſh thoſe that ſhould 
a 7 do 


This is a ſpiritual Judgment. 
But the primary Judgment was a temporal Judg- 
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do Evil, they invented for them Hell, a Place of Tor- 
ment and eternal Puniſhment. In the firſt of theſe 
chimerical Places, (for both of them ſubſiſt only in 
the Noddles of Churchmen) they have placed Gop; 
and in the latter the Devil. Now to diſtribute theſe 
Rewards and Puniſhments impartially, they have con- 
trived to place Cbriſt on a Throne judging the whole 
World; but then this is to he at the End of the 
World. Hence came the Doctrine of a future Judg- 
ment. It ſprang, my Lord, out of the tem poral 
Judgment, which the Chriſtians expected mode be 
held on Chriſt's Second Coming, which Second Com- 
ing, the Primitive Chriſtians daily expected through 
almoſt Three Centuries. I have not now Time nor 
Room to ſhew, that all the Stories of CHriſt's Com- 
ing to Judgment at the End of the Warld, recorded 
in the Evangeliſts, were made after the Death of Chriſt, 
and inſerted to ſerve ſeveral Purpoſes ; but if I ſhould 
have any Occaſion to write on this Subject hereafter, 

I will not forget to do it. | 


The Author's Advice to the Biſhop of LONDON. 


A late Writer (Mr. Berington) ſays, the Enemies 
« of Divine Revelation grow more numerous every 
% Day than other, and Infidelity pours in upon us 


& on all Sides; the deteſtable Fruits of which are | 


* too conſpicuous in the dreadful Inundation of Wic- 
„ kedneſs and Corruption overflowing the Face of 
„ the whole Earth; the Conſequences are the moſt 
6c deplorable, both Far this Life and the next; for it 
« is as certain that there is a Lite to come, as that 
<« we have an immortal Soul that will not die with 
« the Body.” 
Whoever will give himſclf the Trouble to read 
.your Lordſhip's Letter to the Clergy and Inhabitants of 
the Cities of 4 London and Weſtminſter, occaſioned by the 
| late 


1791 
late Earthquakes, will find, that your Lordſhip places 
the Growth of Immortality, and the Practice of all 
the Vices, to the Infidelity of Mankind in Reſpect 
to certain Myſteries ſaid to be contained in Religion 
and Revelation. bk . RT: 

If we allow this to be a true State of the Caſe, 
which it is far from being; may we not enquire into 
the State of Piety among the Moderns, and lee, if 
ſomething may not be offered to ſhew, that though 
Men do not ſo generally believe what is delivered to 
them for Divine Revelation, yet they are not want- 
ing in the Public Practical Parts of Morality and 
Piety. Suppoſe, we were to take a curſory View of 
the many Charities ſet on Foot ſince the Beginning 
of this Century. I have not Room to recite them all; 
to give a brief Deſcription of them would take up a 
large Volume. The principal of them are; Guy's Ho- 
ſpital, St. George's Hoſpital, the Foundling Hoſpital, 
the London Hoſpital, the Weſtminſter Hoſpital, St. 
Luke's Hoſpital for Lunaticks; Five or Six Lying: in 
Hoſpitals, and the Several County Hoſpitals; the 
| Erection of innumerable leſſer Hoſpitals called Alm/- 
houſes, and Abundance of Charity-Schools and Free- 
Schools; the Bounty of Queen Anne, in giving to the 
Augmentation of Poor Livings, the Fir/t-Fruits and 
Tenths of all the Livings in England; and the Act of 
the Tenth of her Reign for the Building of Fifty new 
Churches in and about London. Lay all theſe Things 
together; (your Lordſhip's favourite Expreſſion) and 
add, it you pleaſe, what vaſt Sums have voluntarily 
been raiſed by particular Pariſhes to rebuild their old 
and decayed Churches, which if multed together would 
appear an incredible Sum, what will Poſterity ſay, will 
t hey believe, when they conſider the Number of pious 
Acts performed by the Moderns, the Character which 
Your Lordſhip, and a Popiſb Bigot, have thought fit to 
ſtigmatize them with? | | | 


My 
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My Lord, it is not the Diſbelief of Revelation, 


and of Myſteries, that hath occaſioned the Deluge of 


Immorality complained of; but it is rather, on the 
other Hand, the enforcing on Men, the Belief of Im- 
poſſibilities, Incredibilities, and of Things never 
tranſacted, the Idea whereof never ſubſiſted but in 
the Dreams of Theologians. Go, my Lord, into thoſe 
Parts of the World, that never heard of Chriſt, the 
Immortality of the Soul, and future Rewards and 
Puniſhments in another Life, and ſee if their Morals 
do not infinitely ſurpaſs our's. I have, I think it is 
in Mr. Ogletborpe's Hiſtory of Carolina, or Georgia, 
read, that the Natives of thoſe Places, or of one of 
them, I have not the Book by me, were not before 
the Chriſtians came among them guilty either of 
Drunkenneſs or Adultery. It is not the Belief of the 
long Catalogue of Chriſtian Articles of Faith that 
makes a Perſon a better Man; no, it is his Actions. 
The World has not been bettered by the Introduction 
of Revealed Religion; Men by leaving Morality to 


truſt to Revelation, have leant on a broken Reed. 


They have left off to ſee with their own Eyes, and 
have truſted to thoſe of others; and it is no Wonder 
they are bewildered. | 


Moſes was the firſt Man that introduced Religion | 


by Revelation; which he imagined would be eaſier 
- underſtood than Natural or Moral Religion. Revealed 
Religion commands and directs Men to be good and 
righteous, becauſe it is the Will of Gop ; you are to 
be holy to pleaſe Gop; and to ſubmit to revealed 
Rules and Doctrines implicitly. This is not the Caſe 
of Moral Religion; every Man receives it upon its own 
Worth and Uſefulneſs; Moral Religion adviſes and 
counſels Men to walk uprightly ; you are to do Good 


to your Neighbour, becauſe he ſhould do Good to 


you. You are to aid and aſſiſt one another; you are 
to love one another ; and all Things that ye would 
| 2 that 
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that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo unto 
them: for theſe were the Rules by which Men were 
governed before the Diſcovery of Revealed Religion 
by Moſes. | „ | 

To ſpeak By and plainly, the Immorality and 
Licentiouſneſs of the preſent Age flows, in a great 
Meaſure, from the Conduct of the Clergy. See the 
Eccleſiaſtick compaſſing, as it were, Sea and Land, 


to get Preferment, to join Benefice to Benefice, and 


Dignity to Dignity. The Ardour- is ſo great, that 
no one can in the leaſt doubt, but the only Deſign is 
Gain. In their moral Character guilty of every Vice; 
nay, it is only Teeth outwards, as is eaſily perceived, 
that they believe the Great Truths, as they call them, 
Revealed Religion, they ſay they believe, but think 
otherwiſe interiorly. I wiſh I had a ſmall Sum for 


every Deiſt (I will go no farther) there is among the 


Clergy of this Kingdom. 1 

In Order to reform the riſing Generation, I would 
adviſe your Lordſhip to revive Archbiſhop Cranmer's 
Plan of eſtabliſhing in every Cathedral, Profeſſors of 
Divinity, &c. and under the Wing of each Biſhop 
breeding up ſuch a Number of Youths in Zzterature 
and Holinh, as might, on every Occaſion, be tranſ- 
planted into every Part of a Dioceſe, to miniſter in 
holy Things. This would be far better than the pre- 
ſent Method of Education in our Univerſities; Places, 
I am ſorry, to ſay it, rife with every Vice ſaid to be 


practiſed of old in the imaginary Cities of Sodom and 


Gomorrah, and one more, and that is Hipocriſy! ? 
To proceed. In my own Judgment, but that may 
be erroneous, the Clergy ought not either to pay 
Firſt-Fruits or Tenths, It was a horrid and cruel 
as to Tentbs, and King Henry 
theſe Annates, did it in Order: 


who 
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who kept a Concubine, (as was the general Practice 
of the Clergy of that Time) ſhould, for ſuch a Pri- 
vilege, pay annually into the Exchequer the tenth Part 
of his Living. So general was the Practice of Mar- 
riage or Concubinage then among the Clergy, that all 
the Livings (few only excepted, ſuch only who never 
were ſerved with Clerks who were either married or 
kept Concubines) were in a ſhort Time regiſtered in 
the King's Books, and paid Annates for theſe great Pri- 
vileges. 
5 When the Reformation appeared, and declared 
the Celibacy of the Clergy, to be the Doctrine of 
Devils, (as T and all the good Women of England 
think it) Henry, who took à particular Delight in 
deſtroying Monaſteries, and pillaging the Clergy, in- 
ſtead of giving up the Annates to the Clergy (as in 
Juſtice he ought) made a freſn Valuation of the Li- 
vings of England, and proteſted, that they belonged 
to the Crown, and ought to be paid, becauſe they 
were the Price of the Privilegium cocundum. Howe- 
ver, ever ſince this Time, no one of our Princes have 
made a new Valuation; which if done, it would raiſe 
a fine Sum towards the Accompliſhment of Queen 
Anne's pious Intentions. But ſince, I am afraid, that 
will never be done; (for I obſerve, that the Scheme 
of Politicks ſeems of late Years to be, not to grant 
to Churchmen new or additional Powers and Reve- 
nues, ſo I would not adviſe farther to oppreſs them; 
for ſome of them, Goo knows, have hard Work, with 
a Wife and two or three Children to make both Ends 
to meet; nay, ſome, notwithſtanding their utmoſt 
Diligence and Oeconomy, have been diſtreſſed, and 
I was viſiting a Priſon wherein ſix Clergymen at one 
Time were confined for Debt;) I have a Scheme to 
ropoſe to your Lordſhip and your Brethren the Bi- 
hops for the better and more honourable Maintenance 
of the Engliſh Clergy. I humbly propoſe * 
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ſolidation of ſeveral little Livings into one, that no 
Living, beſides Surplice-Fees, Gift-Sermons, c. be 
leſs than 200 J. a- year; that a Living may be more 
without Limitation ; for Inſtance, in the City of Lon- 
don, let every Ward be erected into a Pariſh, the 
Bounds of every Ward to be the Bounds of the Pa- 
riſh, and ſo vice verſd. Now this would, in general, 
make Livings, none under 200 J. and not one would 
exceed 1000 J. a- year. To this it might be objected, 
that one Church in a Ward would not be ſufficient to 
receive the Number of its Inhabitants. I anſwer, this 
would be the Caſe of but two Wards, viz. Cripplegate, 
and Faringdon Without. At this Time, the Church of 
St. Botolph Aldgate receives all the Church-People in 
the Ward of Portſoken, and in that Part of the Pariſh 
which is in the County of Middleſex ; the Church of 
St, Magnus at the Bridge-Foot is capable of receiving 
all the Church-People in the Ward of Bridge Within, 
and if Room ſhould be wanting, a North and a 
South-Gallery might eaſily be erected; the noble 
Edifice of Chrift-Church, with a little Extenſion of 
Galleries, would hold all the Church-People inthe 
Ward of Faringdon Within; but if not, the reſt might 
go to St. Paul's, In Caſtle-Baynard Ward, the Church 
in the Wardrobe is ſufficient. Your Lordſhip ſees what 
I mean, Now, if this was done, as I hope jt will, 
next Seſſions, what Clergyman would grumble to pay 
either Firſt- Fruits or Tentbs; for molt of the Clergy 
are better pleaſed to pay Tenths tor 5001. a-year, than 
for 30 or 40 J. a-year. 

But this will reduce the Sixty-one Churches in the 
City to Twenty-three it will; there are too man 

Churches in fact; and their Congregations are 10 | 
fmall and ſcanty, that I have found at the Generality 
of the little Churches in the Heart of the City of a 
Sunday, at the Time of Divine Service, only Thirty, 
Parſon, Clerk, Men, Women and Children; unleis 
F M 2 „ 
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ſuch little Church had an Organ; and then perhaps 
you may ſee an Hundred. It is a Scandal to Religi- 
on to ſee thin and meagre Congregations ; but it is 
on the other Hand, a great Reputation to Revealed 
Religion to fee a full and crowded Congregation, per- 
haps of One Thouſand, Fifteen Hundred, or Two 
Thouland, as ſome Congregations about Town have, 
I take a particular Delight to fee ſuch a Congrega- 
tion, it gives me as great a Pleaſure as to hear that 
W have beat the French. It is like taking Heaven 
by Violence. But it will be ſaid, thirty-eight Churches 
' Will be deferred by this Scheme, and left to run to 
Ruin, and what will become of the Clergy who at 
preſent fill theie Cures ? To the firſt I anſwer, That 
he thirty-eight Churches be given to the Lord Mayor 
and Citizens of London, and that they be impowered 
to icli the holy Utenſils, Pews, Wainſcot, Bells,&c, 
thereof, and that they apply the Money ariſing there- 
from, and the Stone of the ſaid thirty-eight Churches 
towards the Building of a Bridge croſs the River of 
Thames from Blackfriars to the oppoſite Shore. To 
the Second 1 anſwer, It will, perhaps, happen in ſome 
of che new propoſed Pariſhes, that there will be two 
or three beneficed Miniſters to one Church, it is pro- 
poled 1 do ſerve the Cure in Conjunction, 
preaching in Rota, and receiving the ſame Stipends 
they did before. When one of them is promoted, 
or ſhould chance to die, in either Caſe, the two ſur- 
viving Parions ſhall equally divide the Sum the De- 
ceaſed enjoyed; and in like Caſe of Promotion or 
Death of the twoSurvivors,then the laſt ſhall have the 
whole Living ; and fo it ſhall deſcend to all the Rec- 
tors of the new Pariſh. But that the Patrons may not 
loſe their ſeveral Rights of Preſentation, ir ſhall be 
ordained, that the Senior Patron ſhall preſent firſt, 
and ſo ſucceſſively. | 3 e 
Now, my Lord, if this Scheme ſhould take Fr 
. . if 4 . 8 a { ( 48 re 
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| there will ariſe another very great Convenience to the 


Citizens of London. You muſt know, I have with 
great Pains and Exactneſs calculated the preciſe Tune 
of the next great Earthquake that will happen in and 
about London; which will be a terrible ane indeed! 
The Operation is too long to be contained within the 
Compals of this Pamphlet. It will happen on the 
Purth Day of April, A. D. 1702, at 7 ſec. poſt 2 mane. 
The Shock will be aſtoniſhing, and the Vibration ſg 
ſtrong, that the Cupola of St. Paul's (it my Advice 
is not taken) will overſet Southerly, drive all the 
Houſes down St. Bennet's Hill to the Thames; in 
which Calamity will periſh at leaſt two Thouſand 
Souls, | 22 
It is the Part, my Lord, of every honeſt Man, ſuch 
I am, and ſuch your Lordſhip thinks you are, to pre- 
vent foreſeen Calamities; wherefare I earneſtly beg of 
your Lordſhip and the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's 
immediately to give the Cathedral to the Lord Mayor 
and Commonalty abovementioned for the Uſes reci- 
ted. They will be at leaſt five or fix Years taking it 
down; when that is done, build your Cathedral of 
Cedar, about fifteen or ſixteen Foot high, ſtrongly 
mortiſed and framed together; in Length and Breadtii 
as you pleaſe; ſo that when the Shock cometh, (which 
I am as certain will come as your Lordſbip and the 
Life-guard-man were that we ſhould ſhortly be viſited 
with another Earthquake in the Year 1751,) it 
will no more affect your Cathedral than a Wave does 
2 Ship in open Sca, when ſhe runs before the Wind. 
Thus will the Lives of at leaſt two Thouſand of your 
Lordſhip's ſpiritual Subjects be ſaved ; and the Stone 
(which will kill them, if nat taken down before that 
Time) put to a much better Uſe than now, as I am 
ſare all the Diſſenters in the Kingdom will think ; 
who in this Thought will be heartily joined by che 
Qaifts, Freathinkers and Libertines. My. hy 4+ 
e336! { | hee 
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Bridge crofs the River at Blackfriars will be (take 
my Word for'it) of more Service to Mankind in one 
Year, than the thirty-eight Churches and the Cathe- 
dral to be demoliſhed will in ten Years. - | 
Again, my Lord, I have obſerved, that Unifor- 
mity of Sentiment and Opinion is greatly wanting in 
the Church of England, both among her Clergy and 
Laity. But this Evil might and would be rectified 
by eſtabliſhing the following Scheme of Admiſſion of 
Perſons to be Prieſts, and by the following Method 
of inſtructing the People. I have ſomewhere read, 
that in Pagan Rome, which was divided into fourteen 
Wards, there were but twenty-eight Prieſts, two for 
each Ward, who were Men remarkable for their So- 
briety, of blameleſs Life and Character, and of an 
unſpotted Reputation; and of Fifty Years of Age, 
No one Perſon among the. Romans was advanced to 
the Prieſthood till he was Fifty Years of Age; and 
pray among us, why ſhould younger Perſons be 
made Doctors and Teachers! And in the next Place 
the Method of inſtructing of the People which is as 
various as the Minds and Conceits of every Man is, 
ſhould be uniform and general ; and as we have one 
Form of Prayer which is common to the whole King- 
dom, I cannot ſee what Abſurdity there could poſſi- 
bly be in a common, uniform, regular and ſet Me- 
thod of Preaching, « which ſhould be one and the 
ſame in all Parts of the Kingdom. In Order to which, 
my Lord, I would adviſe the Right Reverend Bench 
to ſue to the Crown for Power to make a Sermon or 
Homily proper for every Sunday in the Year, which 
the Incumbent of every Pariſh ſhould recite in his 
Church or Chapel, in the ſame Manner he doth now 
his Leſſons. With this Difference only, that they 
ſhould not be printed, but be recited from a Manu- 
ſcript Book, which ſhould be given to the wa. 
bent of every Pariſh or Cure by the Biſhop of 4 
* Dioce E. 
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Dioceſe. Which Manuſcript Copy ſhould deſcend 
to Succeſſors. Hence it would follow, that in a ve 
few Years both the Clergy and the Laity would thin 
alike. But if it ſhould be ſaid, that in Proceſs of 
Time theſe Sermons or Homilies would want either 
Amendment, Refinement, Sc. I think once in 
twenty-five or thirty Years they might be new- mo- 
delled by the Right Reverend Bench, in the ſame Man- 
ner our Phyſicians do their Pharmacopeia. | 


Having thus finiſhed theſe Remarks, they laid by 
me upwards of Four Months, and might have laid 
there till the Day of Doom, for Want of a Conclu- 
ſion, had not the following Accident produced one. 
I had ſpent an Afternoon with a Friend of mine 
in Fulbam Field, where I ſtaid till about Nine of the 
Clock in the Evening, when I determined to go and 
lodge at the King's Arms, at the Foot of Fulbam 
Bridge. It was a fine clear Moon-light Night, . and 
walking through your Lordſhip's Walks to my in- 
tended Lodging, I was entertained with the 9 
of Crows and Ravens, to ſuch a Degree, that I 
concluded all the Ravens, Rooks and Crows were 
aſſembled together from all Parts of the Country for- 
many Miles round, particularly thoſe from the Tem- 
le, the Charter-Houſe, and Lincoln's Inn, &c. AST 
paſſed on the South of your Lordſhip's Palace, I o- 
vertook a little old Woman, who accoſted me thus > 
Lord! Sir, what a diſmal Noiſe this Croaking is! 

my Lord the Biſhop will die ! Why, fays I, is the 

Croaking and Cawing of Crows and Ravens a Sign 
of Death? Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have always obſer- 
ved it ſo to be, Piſh! ſaid I, I have known the 
Death of many Biſhops, my Intimates, and this is a 
fure Sign of the Death of a Biſhop with me, I always * (| 
about a Month before ſee an Owl. O! ſays the oli 


Woman, | never heard that was a Sign of Death, bes, 


„ 
fore; but I do believe that the Signs of Death are 
various to different People; I could relate ſeveral 
Particulars of this Sort. But this, continued ſhe, 
has been to me the Sigh of the Death of three of 
my good Maſters the Biſhops; the Woman fpoke as 
it your Lordſhip was really dead. I have lived, faid 
ſhe, Sir, in this Pariſh upwards of Fifty Years; I 
knew Biſhop Compton who was a very good Man; 
(ſhe did not mention Biſhop Robinſon, for he ſeldom 
reſided at Fulbam) Biſhop. Gzbſon who was a good 
758 and as for this Gentleman (meaning your, 
or ſhip) he is very tich; but this I am lure of he 
_E__c_— CCC e 
* 1 Time we came to the Town, and I took 
my Leave of the old Woman, giving her a Shilling ;- 
hut chough I got rid of her, 1 could not of the Noiſe. 
f the Crows and Ravens, which accompanied me 
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þ he old Woman, Who ſaid, that it was certain 
ere had been lately a great Aſſembly and Noiſe of 
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ther he had ſeen it? meaning this Pamphlet. To this 
your Chaplain will anſwer, Yes, my Lord; and im- 
mediately add, that he had bought one, and brought 
it with him. Well, Doctor, your Lordſhip will then 
ſay, have you read it? Yes, my Lord, he will reply; 
but it is ſuch a Piece of Stuff, Jargon, and Nonſenſe, 
Sc. that I have no Patience with it. Then your 
Lordſhip will ſay, But pray, Sir, let me hear why 
and wherefore he has attacked me? The Doctor will 
ſay, It is not worth while. And that, my Lord, will 
be really true. But your Lordſhip will not be ſatisfied 
with this Anſwer; and therefore you will deſire your 
Chaplain to give you a particular Account of the Con- 
tents of my Pamphlet. Which he muſt do much in 
the following Manner : My Lord, I do not know 
where the Author received his Education; I am ſure 
it could not be at either of the Univer/ities, for he has 
begun his Work in the Middle, and in the oddeſt 
Manner J ever ſaw, he proceeds orbicularly. It is a 
Method of Writing I am nor acquainted with. How- 
ever, my Lord, in this circular Method, peculiar in- 
deed to himſelf, he tells us, that there was a Kind of 
Chriſtianity, that took Place as early as Chrift and his 
Apoſtles, which he denominates Natural Chriſtianity. 
Natural Chriſtianity, your Lordſhip will ſay, what can 
that be? What does the Blockhead (that is the Name, 
my Lord, I deſerve) mean? Your Chaplain will then 
read to you the Paſſage as in Page 10, Sc. When he 
has done. Hie, your Lordſhip will ſay, two Chri- 
ſtianities, the like I never heard before! ! You ſee, 
my Lord, your Chaplain will continue, this Fellow 
imagines, that Chriſtianity for the firſt three Centuries 
had nothing in it but what is temporal, that the Ex- 
pectations relative to the Meſſiah were all natural and 
carnal, and that theſe natural and carnal Expectations 
eccalioned the Death of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and the 
EE Ten 
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Ten Perſecutions. This, my Lord, is what this In- 
fidel calls his Natural Cbriſlianiiy. Now as for his 
Spiritual Chriſtianity, which is what he has the Afſurinee 
alſo to call the Preſent Artificial Chriſtianity, he has the 
unparallelled Impudence to affirm, that the Conſtantine 
(he means alſo, the Nicene) Fathers changed every 
then carnal, natural and temporal Chriſtian Doctrine 
into ſpiritual Doctrines, whoſe Completion was not 
to be determined till the End of the World, or Diſ- 
ſolution of all Things. But, my Lord, this is tole- 
Table in our Author, had he gone no farther, but he 
has ſo littleated Feſus Chriſt, that he has brought him 
down to a mere Man, and ſays, that he only patrolled 
Fudea, Galilee, &c. for about twelve Months, in the 
Company of his Mother, divers other Women, ſome' 
of the worſt Character, and about a Dozen idle illi- 
terate Men (whom After-time have advanced to be 


1 Apoſtles and Saints) telling the People, that he was 


the Meſſiah the Jes expected, and that if they would 
adhere to him, he would at the Feaſt take on him the 
Kingdom of his Father David. Thus, my Lord, he 
repreſents the Author of our Faith in very low Terms, 
and as for St. Paul he endeavours to prove him an 
Enthuſiaſt and a Viſionary; and then has the Effron- 
tery to charge your Lordſhip with purpoſely miſrepre- 
ſenting St. Paul, As xv. 1, 2. He has, my Lord, 
the aldeſt Way of interpreting Scripture I ever met 
with, and which he calls, the natural Way of under- 
ſtanding the Writings of the New Teſtament. He has 


uſed your Lordſhip very ſaucily and impertinently, 


far from having that Reſpect for the Epiſcopal Digni- 
ty (to which I hope to come l) every good Chriſtian 


1 ought to have ; and ſays, though in my Opinion he 


J 
Ny 


f | 


. deavours to impoſe, in Conjunction with the Conſtan- 


has not, nor never will be able to do it, he will prove 
your Lordſhip to be an Enthuſiaſt, and one who en- 


{ine 
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tine Fathers, your Spiritual Chriſtianity on the World, 
to the utter Abolition of Natural Chriſtianity. - Here 
your Lordſhip will obſerve, that the Author cannot 
be aChriſtian ;—but what Punjſhmeat does he deſerve 
for his Infidelity ; lets ſee, muſt we who are Cirift's 
Vicegerents, we who are inveſted with the Power of 
puniſhing ſuch Blaſphemers fit ſtill, and ſee and hear 
dur Lord and Bleſſed Saviour, who died for our Sins, 
and ſhed his precious Blood for our Redemption, thus 
reviled, deſpiſed and mocked at. Your Chaplain will 
very prudently reply, My Lord, it is the beſt Way to 
let him alone; for he ſeems neither to fear Gop, be- 
lieve there is a Devil, a Reſurrection, nor a final 
Judgment, and he certainly muſt be ſome Garrateer, 
and not worth Powder and Sbot; and you know, my 
Lord, when thoſe Ingredients are wanting, Canons are 
of but little Uſe. 
My Lord, let the little Philoſophers carp and ſar, 
yet this muſt be allowed by all ſenſible Men, that 
your Lordſhip's Sermons have eſpecially at this Lime, 
when Books of Irreligion, and almoſt Atheiſm and 
Infidelity have been publiſhed by great Men, been of 
reat Service to the Church of Cbriſt, and prevented 
ie Poiſon and Venom of Deiſm from taking deeper 
Root in the Minds of Men. 5 
But, my Lord, whoever this idle Fellow is, he has 
had the Audacity to interweave in his Work, in the 
orbicular Way, one or two ludicrous Things on Earth- 
quakes. Here your Lordſhip will ſhake your Head, 
and ſay, Ay Earthquakes, I wiſh 1 had never meddled 
with them! and ſigh. He ſays, my Lord, that he 
has with the greateſt Nicety and Exactneſs calculated 
the next great Zarthquake, which he affirms will hap- 
pen on the fourth Day of April in the Year 1762 at 
ſeven Seconds after Two of the Clock in the Morn- 
ing. He fays, the 2 will be ſo ſtrong, that 
5 2 w {© 
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it will overſet in London the Monument, the Manſion- 
houſe, all the Pariſh Steeples, with the Cupola of your 
Lordſhip's Cathedral. Here your Lordſhip will ſigh 
and ſay, very truly, I fball not live to ſee it. To pre- 
| vent the Conſequences of this Calamity, he propoſes 
| to your Lordſhip and the Dean and Chapter of St. 
Paul's, to take * that auguſt Fabrick, and to give 
the Stone thereof to the Mayor and Commonalty of 
LTLondon, in Order to enable them to build a Bridge 
| croſs the River of Thames from Blackfriars to the op- 
© polite Shore. If this be not done, the Cupola of St. 
Paul's, he avers, at the Time of the Earthquake will 
| overſet Southerly, roll down the Hill to the River, 
and deſtroy at leaſt two Thouſand Souls then ſleep- 
ing in their Beds, 2 . 
While your Chaplain read this, your Lordſhip do- 
ked a little, and recovering yourſelf, you will be 
heard to ſay, But I am afraid the Dean and Chapter 
will never agree to it; for this I am ſure I ſhall never 
= ſee my Church more, But, Doctor, I beg you would 
remind me, when my Brother Vincheſter n 
I expect to ſee in a Day or two, Iwill mention to him 
the Affair of Blackfriars Bridge, if he will join me, 
(and it is his Intereſt ſo to do, for a Bridge there will 
greatly improve his Patrimony, and increaſe the Num- 
— of People in his Diocefe) we will make a Purſe : 
Let's fee, of ——; of  Thoufands; I have 
a very great Regard for the Lord Mayor and the Al- 
dermen of London (his Lordſhip remembers how the 
© Court of Aldermen puffed his Letter on the Earthquakes) 
they uſed me very handſomely in Relation to my Let- 
ter concerning the Earthquakes; IT am determined to 
make them Amends. A Bridge! Lord, I. all never 
ve to ſee the Foundation of it laid! OE... 
W  Now-about the Parlour-Door will open, and your 
I Lordſhip's Footman will be heard to fay, My 1 
a „„ ene ene 
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the Archdeacon of E; Who being ſeated, your 
Lordſhip will aſk him, Whether he has ſeen this 
Pamphlet? Yes, my Lord, he will ſay, I ſent to my 
Bookſeller for it, as ſoon as I was up this Morning, 
and 1 have read it carefully through, and not doubt- 
ing but your Lordſhip will puniſh him for his Inſo- 
| lence, I have noted ſeveral Paſſages of it, on which 
your Lordſhip may order him to be proceeded againſt 
either in your own Court by Citation, or at Common 
Law by Indictment. To induce your Lordſhip to 
puniſh him, I will lay before you one Inſtance of the 
Impudence of this Writer, where, p. 30, 31. ſpeak- 
ing of the Eſtabliſhment of Cbriſtianity at the Time 
of Conſtantine, he lays; Revelations of the Divine Will 

Impulſes, Appearances of the Holy Ghoſt, of the Apo- 
les, of Saints and Martyrs were nightly forged and dai- 
ly publiſhed. Now, though I allow, we have, at pre- 
ſent, no Law to puniſh ſuch an Expreſſion, . yet he 
might be indicted . on the following Articles, and, I 
am ſure, a Grand Fury might be found by your Lord- 
ſhip that would preſent the Author. Art. 1, That he 
has blaſphemouſly denied the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, tbe. 
Son of God, Art. 2. That he has alſo blaſphemouſly aſ- 
ſerted, that the Holy Ghoſt was never heard of before the 
pretended Deſcent of that Being on the Apoſiles. Where- 
as your Lordſhip well knows, that the Holy Ghoſt was 
concerned in the great Work of the Creation; and is 
mentioned in the firſt Chapter of Gengſis, thus: And 
the Spirit moved on the Face of the Waters; which Spi- 
rit all Commentators affirm to be the third Perſon in 
the Holy and Undiyided Trinity, Art. 3. The Author's 
Compariſen in the Marginal Note, p. 57. is downright 
Blaſphemy, and ſuch an Affront on E lane as is un- 


pardonable. Art. 4. He impiouſly denies the Exiſtence of 
the Soul, and the comfortable Doftrines of future Rewards 
and Puniſhments, Art. 5, He very irreligiouſly Poor 
* | | 1 | 40 
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The Deſftruftion of Pariſh Churches and Cathedrals, and 
Gop knows were they aboliſhed there would be na 
Religion. Many other Articles I could add, but one 
or all are ſufficient to lay an Indictment againſt him. 

Your Lordſhip will reply: To cite him into the 
Conſiſtory-Court will not ſound well; it will look 
like Perſecution, and if we attempt to indite him, 
the Laity will ſay, Let them refute his Arguments, the 
Preſs is open. I have been thinking what may be done. 
There is a young Clergyman, in Regard to whom ſe- 
veral Sollicitations have been made to me to promote 
him, let jt be infinuated to him, it would be pleaſin 
to me, that he ſhould lick the Author with his Pen, 
and ridicule him. [This was agreed to.] 

But now, my Lord, I will beg Leave to ſuppoſe 
myſelf preſent when thus accuſed by your Archdea- 
con, and allowed to anſwer to the Firſt Article, which 
I would do in the following Manner. 

It is true, Gentlemen, 5 have denied the Divinity 
of Chriſt, and I thought I was juſtified in fo doing, 
from the conſtant Practice and Uſage of the Cbriſti- 
ans of the firſt three Centuries ; «nd likewiſe from the 
Example of a great Multitude of Chriſtians who have 
lived in the ſeveral Periods of Chriſtianity ſince that 

Time. But I have found out my Miſtake. For tho? 
Jeſus of Nazareth was not God before the Year Tbree- 
_ bunared- twenty-five, yet ſince that Time He is a Gd; 
and I do allow, that the Nicene Council then held, had 
2 Power to make Jeſus of Nazareth a God; and there- 
fore, Gentlemen, I do believe, that ever ſince 
Time, Jeſus of Nazareth is a God, though before that 
Time he was only a perfect Man. So likewiſe, I do 
allow, that the Holy Ghoſt is God, becauſe the ſame 
Power made him ſuch; but that the Progreſſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt was not found out till the Year 787, 
when thoſe Words, bo proceedetb from the * 
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and the Son, were firſt inſerted into the Miene Creed. 

And as all Nations and Councils formerly had Power 

to make who they would a God, ſo the great Council 

of this Nation has the ſame Power; and if the Con- 

vocation was to meet ſhortly, and agree to advance to 

the Godſbip the Apoſtle St. Paul, and this was con- 

firmed by Parliament, he, St. Paul, would certainly 

from that Time become a God, and every Briton (I 

am ſure I ſhould) ought to deem him as ſuch. —The 

Nicene Fathers found themfelves under an abſolute 
Neceſſity to advance Feſus of Nazareth to the God- 

ſhip, to give him Power. to aboliſh or confirm what 

they pleaſed in the Moſaic or Ceremonial Law. A- 

gain, If they had not made Jeſus of Nazareth God, 

they could never have taught, that he was before . 

braham and Moſes, and that he was greater than Mo- 

| ſes. It was for this End, that all the wonderful Sto- 

ries, recorded of Chriſt in the Goſpels were invented. 

It was a good Policy, and every Way worthy and 
prudent. And as Speech and Ideas are (moſt of 

zhem) invented and introduced by Cuſtom, and by 

political Reaſon, I grant that the Government of a 

Nation has a Right to oblige me to think as they 

pleaſe. For Inſtance, my Predeceſſors have deter- 

mined in the great Council of this Nation, that Chr: 

was born in a ſupernatural miraculous Manner; that 

this ſame Chriſt is God of God, Light of Light, very 

God of very God, being of one Subſtance with the Fa- 

ther; and that there are three Perſons of equal Power 

in the Holy and Undivided Trinity, and that the Fa- 

ther is incomprehenſible, the Son incomprehenſible, 

: and the Holy Ghoſt incomprehenſible ; and yet there 
are not three incomprehenſibles, but one incompre- 
| henſible only. Now all this I confeſs I do not under- 
ſtand, but then I believe every Word of it, and think 
myſelf obliged ſo to do, becauſe I find an Act of 
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William and Mary declaring this to be Truth, F or 
it is in the Power of the great Council of this or any 
other Nation, to make, it they pleaſe, the groſſeſt 
Abſurdity, and the moſt palpable Impoſture or Fic- 


| tion abſolute and real Truth. And this is no Won- 


der, becauſe if we would give ourſelyes Time to con- 
fider Things, we ſhould find, that Power can make 
what it pleaſes Truth ; and that Men have invented 
all the Revealed Religions that have been in the World 
fince the Birth of Moſes, | 

Laſtly, Your Lordſhip will farther aſk your Chap- 
plain, whether he has enquired who the Author of 
this Pamphlet is? And he will anſwer, I aſked the 
Bookſeller of whom I bought this, this Morning, who 
replied, Sir, I do not know the Author, the Copy 


1 Was given to me by a Boy, and the Proofs were look- 


ed over by a Gentleman at George's Coffee-houſe, 
Temple-Bar; he did not know his Name, but that 
one of the Waiters ſaid, that He was often there, 
drank nothing, ſtaid an Hour, paid ſomething at 
the Bar, but was obſerved often to pull out a Greek 
Teſtament, and ſometimes a He/jod, which Books he 
ſeemed always to have about him. | 
The D—n of London then coming to ſee your 
Lordſhip any farther Diſcourſe will drop for the 
PEI and for my future Puniſhment, your Lord- 
ip will conſign me over to the final Judgment, 
where if your Lordſhip ſhould appear and implead 


I me, I ſhall much wonder at it! 


However, as I returned through the King's Road, 
in the Morning to London, ſeveral Perlons whom I 
met, and others whom I overtook, earneſtly enqui- 
red of me after the State of your Lordſhip's Health; 
and one Man in particular told me, that he had / tra- 
velled for a Month paſt, two or three times a Day, 
from London to Fulham, to watch the Time of your 

N Lordſhip's 


+! 4 
Lordſhip's Departure out of this Life. This Man in- 
formed me, that he belonged to an eminent Divine, 
and ſeemed to hint, that his Maſter had ſome Hopes 
of ſucceeding your Lordſhip. I told the Man, K 
I believed your Lordſhip could not live long, and 
that his Maſter certainly every Minute drew nearer 
to Elevation, and might therefore conſtantly uſe this 
pious Ejaculation, Incipio efſe Epiſcopum; and I add- 
ed, that I perceived, the Reverend Doctor his Ma- 
ſter had for a long Time paſt practiſed that Eccleſi- 
aſtical Parody, Neb Epiſcopari. I am, 


Your Lon pskir's Real Friend 
and very Humble Servant 


'PHILOTHEOS. 
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Dr. Tuo. SuzrLock's CR E E D, faithfube 
H extracted from His Own WRziTiNGs, | 


'F=—=$, by Divine Providence, now Biſhop of 
L u, do fincerely believe the Moſaic Ac- 
count of the Creation of the World, and. of Adam, 
in Six Days, and that ſome Time after, perhaps on 
the eighth Day, Gop did take a Rib out of Adam 
as he lay on a Bank aſleep in Eden, and of that Rib 
which 1 do believe Gov took out of Adam, and 
which Rib is now wanting in the Formation of e- 
Man, he did make Eve, whereby the Woman 

hath one Rib more than a Man; that Gop did 
Permit à Being, whom he had created before, an 
Q Immenſity 
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Immenſity of Years, now known by the Name of 
Devil, who is an eternal Spirit, to ſeduce Eve to eat 
a real Apple, which Gop had forbidden Adam to 
eat, but had not forbidden Eve to eat it; that ſhe 
did eat of the Apple, and-finding it good for Food 
did recommend it to, or give thereot to Adam, and 
that Adam did eat of it; that for this Crime, this 
Eating of the Forbidden Fruit, both Adam and Eve 
were accurſed, driven out of Paradiſe, the Earth cur- 
ſed for their Sakes, and ordered to bring forth Briars 


and Thorns, and not to produce its Fruit without 


great Toil and Labour, and Sweat of Man's Brow ; 


and that Adam and Eve did, by this great Offence, 


bring on their Children or Seed a natural Pollution 
or Contamination, whereby they and their Poſteri 

were always liable to the Wrath of an offended Gop; 
that Gop revealed himſelf to Adam, talked with him, 
and ſo he did to Cain, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Ja- 
cob, and Moſes; all whom did ſee him, but that few 


or none have feen Gop ſince; that he appeared to 


Moſes in a Burning Buſh, and the Buſh was not 
conſumed by the ſupernatural Flames; that he 
wrought all the Miracles in Egypt by the Hand of 


2 © his Servant Moſes, divided the Red Sea, went before 
* the Hoſts of Jirael in two Pillars, in the one Pillar 


by Night, and in the other Pillar by Day, for the 
Space of Forty Years, to guide them through the 


Wilderneſs of Zin; that in the ſame Pillars of Light 


and Cloud Gop ſat on and filled the Tabernacle, 
inſomuch that the Prieſts could ſcarce ſtand and mi- 
niſter before the Lord; that Gop fed the J[fraclites 
with Manna for Forty Years, that he commanded 
them to be circumciſed, that He cauſed the Sun and 


Moon to ſtand ſtill for one Whole Day; that he did 


work by certain Perſons, ſince called Prophets, whom 


he aſſiſted miraculouſly, many other Miracles, and. 
did inf} pire them to utter Predictions relative to the 


oy 
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Meſſiah, all which were fulfilled in the Coming and 
Perſon of Chriſt; and laſtly, that the Law was a 
Schoolmaſter to bring Men unto Chrif, 


[Thus far as a Jew.] 


Again, I, &c. do ſincerely and verily believe, 
that the Twelve S:4y/s did propheſy of Chriſt, that 
the Oracles, Nemons, Spirits, Demaniacks and De- 
vils, and all the Heathen Nations did expe& the Ap- 
pearance of the Meſſiah in the Fleſh, that Chrift hime 
ſelf did appear to St. Paul in his Way to Damaſcus, 
and ordered him to preach his Goſpel! to the Gentiles, 
that all thoſe who before Chri did not know GOD 
have equally the ſame Right to become Members of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, that Gop can ſhed forth 
the Influences of his Holy Spirit for the Converſion 
of all Turks, Chineſe, and Inſidels; and it is lor that 
End that I am one of thoſe who ſupport annually 
(with Ten Pieces) the Society for ihe Propagation of 
the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. © 


[Thus far as @ Pagan. 


Moreover, I, Sc. do truly, verily and ſincerely 
believe, that Gop the Father, ſent into the World his 
only begotten Son, in the Fulneſs of Time, Jeſus of 
Nazareth, who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Womb of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, the Wite of 
one Foſeph a Carpenter; that this ſame Jeſus did, 
when he was ahqut Thirty Years of Age, open his 
Divine Miſſion, and, for Three Years and better, 
preached the Glad Tidings of the Salvation and Re- 
demption of Mankind from Sin, and Damnadion, 
and their final Admiſſion into Heaven to receive the 
Rewards of their Righteouſneſs and Obedience, and 
to live with the Lamb for ever and ever. 


[Thus for as a Spiritual Chriſtian.] 


| Laſtly, 


[apo } 
Lagſtly, The Children of the Kingdom, I believe, 
have been redeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, and are 
training up under the many Trials that ſurround 
them, by the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Holy Spirit, te 
be Heirs of Glory and Immortality. And the Time 
will come, when the Son of Man will come forth 
conquering and to conquer, and ſhall appear in full 
Power, and in the Glory of the Father, to ſubdue 
all his Enemies. Then ſhall the Dragon, that old 
Serpent, which 1s the Devil and Satan, he faſt 
boand, and caſt into the Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone; and the Judgments of Gop denounced againſt 
the Wickedneſs of Men having their Completion, 
every Curie ſhall ceaſe; (or as our Tranſlation hag 
it, And there ſhall be no more Curſe.) Then ſhall the 
Loſs of the Fall be repaired, Paradiſe be reſtored, 
and the Tree of Life ſhall yield her Fruit again, 
and the Leaves thereot ſhall be for the Healing of 
the Nations. Amen. 
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Note, The B—— believes the Apocalypſe to be 
the very Word of Gon, though he knows it 
was rejected as uncanonical, and as the Reve- 
ries of St. Papias, for upwards of Three Hun- 
dred Years. 


[Thus far as a Millenarian.] | 
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AGE 29. line 8. for Maximinian, read Maximian; p. 

4. in the Note, 1. 4. for Alegi, r. Alogat; p. 38. 1. 32. 
add theſe; p. 49. in the Note, I. 19, for titular, r. tutelar ; 
p. 56. 1. 33. add te; p. 79. I. 2. for Immortality, r. Im- 


